English 2ft Farm & Garden Railways

(Single DVD version for Friends of Statfold Barn Steam Railway Trust)

The Beeches Light Railway

This private line in Oxfordshire operates around the house and grounds of Adrian Shooter’s The Beeches estate. 

There is no official website but additional photos can be see at:

http://www.alexmorley.fotopic.net/c989392.html Details of the Darjeeling B tank here and other ex-DHR locos can be found at:

http://www.irfca.org/docs/locolists/dhr-locos-full.html They have it as No. 778 DHR 19, 0-4-0ST, 1889, Sharp Stewart & Co, Atlas Works, Manchester. This loco was shipped from India to the USA for preservation before Adrian bought it and repatriated it to the UK.
Members of the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway Society http://www.dhrs.org/ and the Narrow Gauge Railway Society http://www.ngrs.org/ seem to get one or more invitations a year to visit the line on a working day. My visit was arranged by the DHRS and included a curry lunch.

Statfold Barn Railway

This working farm and the railway near Tamworth, Staffs is only open to the public by invitation on certain days. The Industrial Railway Society normally co-ordinates these events: http://www.irsociety.co.uk/ but by joining Friends of the Statfold Barn Steam Trust (Statfold Barn Steam Trust, Statfold Barn Farm, Ashby Road, Tamworth, Staffs B79 0BU), you will receive direct invites to all open days and support the development of this railway. The SBR website is http://www.statfoldbarnrailway.co.uk/
The line is famous for being the home to the steam-building side of the re-established Hunslet Engine Company http://www.hunsletengine.com/ and one of their new builds Statfold is in action on the DVD. It is also famous for its growing collection of interesting ex-Java sugar cane locos including the very last loco built in the UK in the steam era Trangkil No. 4. Rumour has it that the line will be extended from the turning loop around the field and back to the station and that one of the mallets will be restored shortly to work the hilly section. Intriguingly, the weekend before my September 2006 visit, No. 4 was used to bring in the rape seed harvest possibly making it the first steam loco to perform real agricultural work for many years. The train was recreated during our visit and can be seen on the DVD. 

More photos can be found at: http://www.geoffspages.co.uk/raildiary/statfold/index.htm
North Ings Farm Railway

Dorrington, Lincoln, LN4 3QB

http://www.northingsfarmmuseum.co.uk/ 

Email: info@northingsfarmmuseum.co.uk This former chicken farm railway was modified and then opened as a tourist line. The location is remote (Lincoln and Sleaford are the nearest towns) and without convenient public transport. It is also known as North Ings Farm Museum. The line opens only once a month on the first Sunday, May to October. Visitors hoping to see the home-made steam tram Swift in action should contact the museum to check if it will be running. This loco is based on a Merryweather vertical boiler of the type used for fire engines and WWI water pumps. The website says, ‘The 2ft gauge railway was first installed in 1971 to serve the chicken farm, handling feed, eggs and waste from cleaning of the sheds. Although the poultry business closed in 1981, the original locomotive and wagons are still used around the farm, and have been joined by six other industrial diesel locomotives, and a steam tram engine. The line has been extended over the years and now forms a circuit of just over 1/4 mile. ‘

The final footage in this section is by Steve Thomason who produces his own DVDs on industrial narrow gauge subjects: http://www.ingr.co.uk/ Steve visited several years ago when the current running circle was being built.
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John Raby DVDs

If you enjoy this DVD, you may also be interested in some of my other titles. See http://www.users.waitrose.com/~jraby/index.html for details of the approximately 30 DVDs available.

If you would like to purchase any of these DVDs, please contact me first as I offer both a previous customer discount and a quantity discount. I accept payment by cheque or PayPal. 

John Raby 

4 Centre Way

Radcliffe of Trent

Notts NG12 2AQ

jraby@waitrose.com
