
January 2018 
Sandaoling Winter Visit

The Concept
WinterChinaSteamTour-Chinainthecoldonelasttime?
DoyourememberwheneveryoneusedtovisitChinainthewinterandwhy
theyusedtogotherethen?

TherewasatimewheneveryoneoutdideachothertobeinChinainthedepth
ofwinterwithtemperaturesinthe-20s,-30sorworse.Perhapslikeme,
severalyearsago,youdecidedthatvisitingtheremainingChinesesteam
locationsinwarmerweatherwasmuchmorepleasant.Itcertainlywasbutthe
sightandsoundofsteamisatitsbestatthecoldesttimeofyearwhenthe
exhaustismuchmorevisibleandthethermalefficiencyofthelocoisreduced
bythelowtemperaturesmeaningtheyhavetobeworkedharder.



The Vision for January 2018 

Sandaoling - the line to Erjing deep mine with the Tianshan Mountains in the
background

Areyoureadyfortherealcoldonemoretime?Areyouinterestedinsome
greatsteameffectsattheworld'slastgreatstandardgaugerealworking
steamlocation?

Sandaoling - engineers train 



Sandaoling - fireworks coming out of the pit 

All3SandaolingshotsbyJun(LiuXueJun)takeninJanuary2017

Sandaoling - the last major Chinese standard gauge steam location
AfullweekatSandaolingisthecoreofthisprogram.Dayswillbeshortand
coldbuttherewillbenightshotstoworkon-shorterdaysmeansthatnight
shotscanbehadatlessantisocialhoursandthereisabetterchanceofgood
sparkswithouttoomuchinducement!Iexpecttemperaturestostaybelow
freezingdayandnightatthistimeofyear(basedonJanuary2016figures).
SnowisalsopossibleatthistimeofyearinSandaolingbutisunpredictableat
anytime.
(Sandaoling-Lowesttemperature2016January-11,Highesttemperature-4,
average-7,2011Januarywasthelastreallycoldyear-23thecoldest
recorded)see
https://www.worldweatheronline.com/hami-weather-
averages/xinjiang/cn.aspx

SandaolingisnowtheonlymajorstandardgaugesteamrailwayleftinChina.
Upto10JSlocosmaybeinuseonthetwoseparatesystemsservingtheopen
castandthedeepcoalmines.

Itinerary
10 January
ArriveinBeijing,optiontovisittheBeijingRailwayMuseumintheafternoonor
asagroupdecidepriortothetourstartonanotherdestination,overnighthotel
nearBeijingAirport.

https://www.worldweatheronline.com/hami-weather-%20averages/xinjiang/cn.aspx
https://www.worldweatheronline.com/hami-weather-%20averages/xinjiang/cn.aspx


11 January
EarlymorningflightBeijing-Hami,transfertoSandaolingbytourbus,part
dayatSandaoling
12 - 18 January
SevenfulldaysatSandaoling
19 January
MorningatSandaoling,earlylunch,transfertoHamiAirport,flyHami-Beijing,
overnightnearBeijingAirport
20 January Breakfastandairporttransfer,tourends

Sixpeoplehavesignedupforthetour.Thetourwilldefinitelyrun.

The Price
Theprogramof7fulldaysatSandaoling(total11daysBeijing-Beijing10-
20January)ispricedatYuan14,300(discountedfromYuan15,400)forthe
first8tosignup.
TheinternalflightsBeijing-Hami,Hami-Beijingareextrabutwillbe
arrangedbyJun.Theextrapricefortheseflightsistherealcostplusa
proportionoftheairfarefortheguide(AlanorJun)iftheyneedtoflytoHami
toguideyou.
Thediscountedpriceistoencourageearlybooking.Oncewereach8people,
anyadditionalbookingswillbechargedYuan15,400forthefulltour.
Thetourdiscountwillbegiventothoseinthefirst8tosignupwhojointhe
touron10or11JanuaryinBeijingor11JanuaryinHamiandwholeavethe
tour19JanuaryinHamior19or20JanuaryinBeijing.Thefinalpricewill
dependonwhenyoujoinandleavethetour.
Thereare2discountedplacesleftonthetour.

Book your place 
Tosecureaplaceonthistour-andtosecurethediscountedpriceforthefirst
8people,youneedtopayadepositof£400.Once8peoplehavepaidtheir
depositsforthemaintour,thepriceofthetourwillbethenon-discounted
price.Atthetimeofwriting,therearestill2discountedplacesavailable.

Deposits 
Pleasemakeafullyrefundabledepositpaymentof£400.Pleaseemailmeto
confirmthebestmethod(HSBCBankAccountforUKparticipants,HSBCor
PayPalfornon-UKparticipants).

Balance of tour price
YoucanpaythebalanceofthetourcosteitherbybanktransfertoJun(Liu
XueJun)inChinapriortothetourorbytakingYuancashwithyouforthe
startofthetour.Thebalancewillbefixedon10Novemberwhenyourdeposit
willbeconvertedtoChineseYuanusingtheratesonOanda.com

A note on Deposits and Refunds
Yourdepositisaguaranteebothofyourplaceonthetourandalsoofyour
commitmenttoparticipateinthetourandtopaythebalanceofthepriceof
yourtour.Shouldyouneedtocancelyourparticipation,it'sreasonableforyou

http://Oanda.com/


toexpectadepositrefundifthatdecisionismadeearlyenough.However,
especiallyifatourhasbeendeclaredgowithsmallnumbers,oneperson
withdrawingfromatourclosetothetourstartcanpushthetourfromprofitto
loss.Forthatreason,therehastobeapointwhenyourdepositbecomesnon-
refundable.Ihavechosen2monthsoutfromthestartofthetourasthatpoint
-10November.Ifyoucancelbeforethatpointbutafterthetourhasbeen
declaredgo(asisthecase),yourdepositispartiallyrefundableandthelevel
oftherefundwilldependonanyexpensesthatmayhavebeenincurredin
Chinaonyourbehalf.Noexpenseshavebeenincurredsofar.Inmostcases,
youcanexpectafullrefund.
IntheunlikelyeventthatIhavetocancelatour,yourdepositisfull
refundablebutthatwillbethelimitofmyliability.

Travel Insurance 
Youarestronglyrecommendedtotakeouttravelinsurancestartingfromthe
dayyoubookyourplaceonthetourandcertainlybythetimeyoubookyour
flights.Ifyouonlytakeouttravelinsurancetostartfromthedatethetour
starts,youwillnotbecoveredincaseyouneedtocancelthetour-sayon
medicalgrounds-forexpensesincurredbeforethedateyourtravelinsurance
startswhichcouldincludeyourdepositpayment,flights,costofvisa,etc.If
youneedaformalletterfrommetomakeaclaimontravelinsuranceincase
ofcancellation,Icanprovidethat.

Notes
ThisisessentiallythesmallprintbutIencourageyoutoreadthisto
understandthethoughtsbehindtheseplans.

Thistourwillbeuptothenormal'LinesidingwithJohn'standardsandwill
includesinglerooms,3mealsaday,freebeer,transport,theservicesof
nationalandlocalguidesalthoughatpresentIdonotintendtoparticipatein
thistourmyselfastourleader.GuidesJunandAlanareverycompetentand
donotrequiremypresencetogiveyouagreatSandaolingexperience.

Oncethetourisdeclared'go'withfixeddates,yourdepositbecomessemi-
refundable.Twomonthspriortothestartofthetour(10Januarystartso10
Novemberdeadline),yourdepositwillbenon-refundable.

SupportwillbegivenandpaperworkwillbeprovidedtoobtainyourChinese
visa.

Therearemoreextrastopayonthistourthanonother'LinesidingwithJohn'
Chinatoursprimarilybecauseitismoredifficulttoabsorbinternalairfaresin
thedailytourbudget.So,internalairfaresareextraincludingacontributionto
ourguide'sairfares(with8participants,eachwillpay1/8thofhisfare).A
visittotheworkshopatSandaolingisextra(asusual).

I'mawareof6othersurvivingstandardgaugesteamoperationsinChinaand
oneofthem-Baiyin-wasstronglyconsideredforthistrip.However,withno-
oneatBaiyin1.willingtoconfirmthatanSYwillbeusedasamobilesteam



heatboilerinthe2017-2018seasonand2.definitelyno-onewillingto
discussreturningthepassengertraintosteamhaulageasacharter,after
listeningtofeedback,I'vedroppedthisfromtheprogram.
Theothersteamlocationswewillnotcurrentlybevisiting:
Wujiu-alongwaytogoandhavinggottherelastseasonFarRailneededto
arrangeacharter.See
http://trains-today.blogspot.co.uk/2017/03/wujiu-2017-winter-steam-in-
china.html
Jiutai-alsoremotefromothersteamlinesandwithagoodchanceofnothing
happeningandprobablynocharteroption.LastreportedworkinginNovember
2016
Atlonglast,firsthandconfirmationthatworkingsteamcontinues.Peter
Haworthvisitedon26NovemberandreportsthatSY1407madeatriptothe
exchangesidingsfromthemineandreturnedaboutanhourlaterwiththree
empties.http://www.sy-country.co.uk/qjc/news.htm
Fushun-frustratinglittleaccesstowhatcouldbeaninterestingoperation
withasmanyas2SYsinsteam.Thereseemstobeablanketbanonsteel
worksvisitswithlittlechanceofanychangeandwithoutmoreaccess,it'sjust
notworthit.Lastreported13January2017
AtFushun2SYswereinsteam,butduringourstaytheyhadnowork.The
workerswerekindbutthemanagerandpoliceweresonervousbecauseofthe
flooddamage,ormaybebecauseoffearsthatforeignvisitorsaretryingtofind
evidenceofsteelover-production.Takingpicturesatthesteamstablingpoint
wasstrictlyprohibitedbuttoleratedfromtheroadandlevelcrossings.I
suggestnottogotoFushunnow.Theelectriclineswerebusy,includingatrain
carryingdynamiteandthesteamcranewithaDF5.
http://www.sy-country.co.uk/qjc/news.htm
Tianjin-agoodchanceofnothinghappeningatthisfactoryshunt.
Avisitoron13DecemberfoundSY1524inseeminglyderelictconditionbut
operationscontinuinginthehandsofSY1007,possiblyacandidateasthe
oldestSYinregularuse.Workforthedaywasoverby13.30.
http://www.sy-country.co.uk/qjc/news.htm
Xifeng Phosphate works-oneSYusedforshuntingbutnotlinework.The
managementherearewillingtoarrangeasteamcharterwithlineworkbutit
isveryremotefromalloftheotherremainingsteamlocations(southof
Chongqing)-thereisarecentcliponYouTubehere
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-5YF93r-j8
Thislocationisnowlikelytobesteamfree(22August2017).
AccordingtoanarticleonaChineseblog-sitesteamworkingatXifengin
Guizhoufinishedatthestartof2017whenthefertilsierplantacquireda
GKD1cdiesel.Ifconfirmed,thiswouldmeanthatallsteamworkinginsouth-
westChina,excludingthetouristoperationatShibanxi,hasnowfinished.
However,itappearstocontradicttheinformationgivenhereon21stApril
(below)andthearticleitselfisvagueondetails.Anymoreinformation,
especiallyfirsthand,wouldbeverywelcome.
http://www.sy-country.co.uk/qjc/news.htm

Twootherlocations(DiaobingshanontheTiefaRailwaywheretheyorganisea
steamfestivaleveryJanuarybutwhichhasnoregularworkingsteam)and

http://www.sy-country.co.uk/qjc/news.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l-5YF93r-j8
http://www.sy-country.co.uk/qjc/news.htm
http://www.sy-country.co.uk/qjc/news.htm
http://www.sy-country.co.uk/qjc/news.htm
http://trains-today.blogspot.co.uk/2017/03/wujiu-%202017-winter-steam-in-china.html
http://trains-today.blogspot.co.uk/2017/03/wujiu-%202017-winter-steam-in-china.html


Pingzhuang(wheresteammayormaynotresumework)wereoriginally
includedinapre-tourbutwithnointerestfromthosesignedupsofarforthe
TiefaSteamFestivalandwithnoreturntosteamatPingzhuangsofar,the
pre-tourwillnotnowgoahead.

Havingsaidthat,shouldanythingdisastroushappenatSandaoling,allofthese
placeswillbere-evaluatedaspossiblealternativelocationsandpreferences
willbediscussed.

John Raby
25 September 2017 


