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(Maps by Rob Dickinson, used with his permission)

Part 1

Xinli

On January 5, 1999, the afternoon passenger train to Weihe stops at Xinli around 1500.

At 0915 on January 7, the morning passenger to Liushan crosses a log train at Xinli. The consist of the passenger includes the breakdown crane.

Zhenzhu Junction

Around 1500 on January 3, an empty log train arrives at Zhenzhu and stops to drop off a local ‘passenger’.

The same day, the passenger to Weihe arrives at 1520.

Derailment at Zhenzhu

We arrived from Yabuli where we were staying at 0830 to find that a train of empties down the branch from Zhenshu to Xinan had derailed at the junction. This delayed all trains that morning and resulted in the cancellation of the morning passenger train to Liushan. 

By 0940, the loco with a new bogey under the tender was dragged back to Keyunzhan. The offending bogey can be seen on the tender of the second loco.

The Branch to Xinan

This footage shows freight and passenger trains (railbus) on the branch. The branch closed later in 1999 at the end of this season.

Zhenzhu to Weihe

Mid-morning on January 3, a train of logs heads for Weihe yard.

At lunchtime on January 1, a train including some longer trunks on disconnects heads for Weihe.

In the afternoon of January 6, a train of empties heads out.

On January 7, the morning passenger stops at the halt around 0845.

On January 3 afternoon, a loaded train passes the unnamed halt between Zhenzhu and Weihe.

On our first visit to Weihe on December 30, the outbound raibus to Xinan passes the unnamed halt and shortly after the inbound passenger heads for Keyunzhan. The late-afternoon glint possibilities at this spot were immediately recognized.

Weihe

Weihe is the terminus for log trains and the entrance to the log yard and transfer to the standard gauge. This sequence around 0800 on January 3 shows shunting as well as the slick change of locos on the morning outbound passenger train. This was not a normal event as the morning passenger would normal acquire its train engine at Keyunzhan.

Sunny afternoon shots on December 30 1998 complete this view of Weihe Station area.

Keyunzhan

Our first glimpses of the line on December 30, 1998 around 1400. Keyunzhan, the passenger terminus, was an interesting complex of tracks and buildings but rather quiet and sleepy.

We see the station, the shed, the coaling operation and the railbus that until the end of the season ran to Xinan and was then re-assigned to the mainline to Liushan.

Part 2

In March 2001, I made a return visit to Weihe. By now the branch to Xinan had closed, the steam locos were run down and traffic was declining. Weihe lasted one more season before closing in mid-2002.

Dongfeng

This was the furthest we got on the system. We set off by bus but snow and ice and a hill to climb after Pinglin meant that we had to walk the track to get as far as we did.

On the morning of March 10, 2001, we see Dongfeng station and then a train of empties approaching. On our walk back to Shuangfeng, we get a glimpse of a simple loading operation in the middle of nowhere.

Shuangfeng

Shuangfeng is on the other side of the hill from Pinglin and loaded trains were often double headed or banked over the hill. Sometime the outbound passenger loco would detach to bank the log train up the hill before returning to resume its journey.

At lunchtime in March 9, a train of empties crosses the railcar and waits to cross the returning passenger train.

Shuangfeng to Pinglin

The loco off the empty train then banks a loaded train towards Pinglin.

Earlier on March 9, we see a loaded and then an empty train passing the summit.

Pinglin

On the afternoon of March 9, we see the inbound passenger crossing an outbound train of empties at Pinglin station.

Pinglin to Xiping

Some locos were in very run-down condition and a leaking C2 0-8-0 makes heavy weather of the inbound climb after Pinglin early on March 9 morning. The outbound passenger then comes past with the breakdown crane in its consist.

Xinli

On March 10, we achieved some interesting early morning shots around Xinli on a cold, clear and still day.

On March 11, we did even better and the shots which follow the sunrise and moon shot were taken then.

Zhenzhu

These shots at Zhenzhu were all taken in the afternoon just before sunset on March 9 and 10. 

Zhenzhu to Weihe

By now the glint possibilities in this area in the late afternoon were known by everyone who went there. We tried again for old times sake.

Weihe

There is only brief additional footage of Weihe here as it was well covered in Part 1.

Gourmet Gricing

One big plus for me in China is the food. I love it! And finding good food in simple restaurants along the way is a real joy. This restaurant was in Zhenzhu on the Weihe side of the station. We had a great lunch before moving on the standard gauge steam at Shuangyashan north of Mudanjiang.

Additional information

After the first trip, I posted detail of Weihe on my website This information is still available at http://homepage.ntlworld.com/john.raby1/weihe.htmlhttp://homepage.ntlworld.com/john.raby1/weihe.html You can find information about Shanhetun at: http://homepage.ntlworld.com/john.raby1/shanhetu.htmlhttp://homepage.ntlworld.com/john.raby1/shanhetu.html
Rob Dickinson visited the line several times after our first visit and took a shine to it. You can find several reports on his International Working Steam Pages http://dialspace.dial.pipex.com/steam/internat.htm 
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