Steam in Burma

a DVD by John Raby


For an overview map of the Burma Rail system, see: http://www.myanmarviaggi.com/itmappaferrovia.html
Steam in 1998

YB 534 on a Salt Train, Mottama towards Bago

Hugh Ballantine led a Dorridge Travel trip to Burma in 1998 that included a ride on the salt train. A passenger carriage was added to the normal consist and can be seen in some of the run pasts. This occasional working took sea salt (as far as I know) from Mottama inland to Bago and presumably on to Rangoon and Mandalay. Darkness fell before we reached Bago and so we transferred to our tour bus for the remaining section. 

Sugar Cane Trains

For 2 days we rode a special train hauled by YC 627 to Thazi Junction where we arrived early morning on day 3. Along the way, in the Pyinmana area (where the ruling junta have their new capital) we came across two steam hauled trains. The first hauled by YC 622 could have been a train of empty cane wagons (although the same wagons are used for other purposes). From Pyinmana, we rode out in pick-up trucks to find an incoming cane train at Ywadaw hauled by YD 981. We got several shots of this as it approached Pyinmana.

Cab Riding YB 534 & YC 627

There is a brief sequence on the footplate of the YB hauling the salt train prior to a longer sequence one misty morning with the special train hauled by the YC en route from Bago to Thazi Junction. One year later, this YC was the regular loco on the Madauk mixed from Pyuntaza.

Steam in 1999

Bago - Nyaungkhashe Mixed 

Bago North Box

This is one of 2 boxes at Bago and controls the north end of the yard. Notice how British everything is down to the labeling on the plans and levers. Only difference is that there is a ‘shoes off policy’ and the staff work barefoot.
YC 630 4-6-2

This is the first loco we see on the mixed in Bago. YC and YD where both used on the mixed while I was there and there is no reason to think that a YB couldn’t also have done the job had any been available. After shunting, we see the YC operating tender first towards Nyaungkashe. 
YD974 2-8-2

On my birthday 23 February, we see the YD at the junction station for the short branch to Nyaungkashe. The road to the terminus was very poor and my only visit to the terminus was by train in 1998. The railway was re-routed in the past inland to a river crossing and Nyaungkashe became a stub branch. In the past, a river crossing by ferry was most likely necessary to continue east or perhaps an earlier bridge was washed away. We see the return train to Bago crossing the lift bridge near Waw.
YD962 2-8-2

This YD operating tender first to Bago was also used on the service. The final shot in this sequence shows YD 630 again approaching Bago in parallel with a diesel service from the north.
Bago Shed

This was the steamiest of the Burmese sheds in the late 1990s and locos ex-works from Insein Works normally came here for running in and adjustments. Locos were sub-shedded to Pyuntaza and Bago shed locos operated the Nyuangkashe mixed and stone trains. Locos off the Mottama salt trains serviced here before returning.
Mokpalin - Bago Stone Trains

These were irregular and it took several days to find one chimney first from Mokpalin with a load for Bago. YD 969 was the loco used.
Mokpalin Shed

Here we see a variety of dumped locos (some in nice condition) including several ST 2-6-4T including 778. You will have noticed that the number series are 5** for YB, 6** for YC, 7** for ST and 9** for YD. GB and GC Garratts both used the 8** series. At the end of this sequence, we see YD 967 of a long train of vans. This could be the salt train returning empty from the north to Mottama via Bago or perhaps a full salt train from Mottama
Pyuntaza - Madauk Mixed

Normally YC worked by 627 or 628. This train ran twice-daily via Nyaunglebin which was the junction for the branch. There was also a railbus service on this line. Madauk was also a river crossing point for trips to the ‘wild’ east of Burma.
Pazunmyaung 'The Pot Station'

The mixed operated primarily to allow locals to bring goods to market. Pots from Pazunmyaung were the most obvious local product.
Pyuntaza North Box

A smaller box than Bago overlooking the northern approach to Pyuntaza.
Pyuntaza Shed

This operated as a sub-shed of Bago and had several stored locos in addition to the 1-2 working YCs. The D class MAWD loco was officially preserved.
Insein Works, Rangoon

As well as a walk under plinthed Garratt GC 837, we also see various locos being repaired and ST 754 in working order with auxiliary water bowser for charters around the Rangoon suburban loop.
Rice Mills
For more on Burmese rice mills, see http://www.internationalsteam.co.uk/mills/livesteam.htm Rob Dickinson has pursued these in depth and has an 8 DVD set dedicated to them available! See http://www.internationalsteam.co.uk/dvd/temples.htm
Near Pyuntaza

Near Waw

Near Mokpalin

There is currently some uncertainty about the location of this mill. Rob thinks it could be a second mill near Waw but I have it as near the station at Mokpalin.

Burma Mines Railway

Not having visited this line, what I know about it comes from International Working Steam (http://www.steam.dial.pipex.com/asiaeast.htm - Myanmar) and Farrail (http://www.farrail.net/seiten-allg/inhaltsverzeichnis.html). The latest report on Farrail for a 2007 visit has No. 13 out of use with its boiler away for repair and the line to Namyao on its last legs.

No. 13 Kerr Stuart Huxley Class 0-4-2T (2383/1914)

This class of locos were normally used uphill from Namtu to the mine at Tiger Camp. Although No. 13 is no longer capable of hauling the empty ore wagons uphill, it is seen loading the wagons at the loading hoppers and taking full wagons downhill just as it would have done in normal service.

Bagnall 2-6-2 No. 42 (2238/1927 or 1928)

These locos were used on the section from Namtu to the junction with Burma Railways at Namyao. We see No. 42 working close to Namtu. on the two branches either side of Namtu on lines to the smelter and the sawmill.

Additional information about the railways in Burma can be found on my own site at http://homepage.ntlworld.com/john.raby1/burma.html(which relates to the 1999 footage) and at http://www.steam.dial.pipex.com/asiaeast.htm - Myanmar and http://www.farrail.net/seiten-allg/inhaltsverzeichnis.html
For details of all my DVDs, see http://www.users.waitrose.com/~jraby/index.html


You can contact me at jraby@waitrose.com

