Classic Chinese Steam Locations Part 1: Anshan, Shenyang & Changchun


Introduction

In 1999 I got my first digital video camera. One of the final factors behind the switch was my increasing annoyance with the drop outs and artifacts that my video 8 cameras were producing. All of the footage here, except the 2006 Changchun footage, was shot using those video 8 analog cameras. The material is unrepeatable but it takes time to edit out all of the video and audio drop outs and artifacts. Inevitably, I will have missed a few and (to be honest) even if I got every last one, the video footage would still not be perfect as every one removed leaves a 1/10th or 1/20th of a second gap in the footage. One additional problem was my distain for tripods. I carried one and some of the footage exhibits this but far too much doesn’t. I invested in image stablization software for the project but the results are still not perfect. However, I feel overall it is worth the effort to document steam in China at a time when steam locos were in daily use everywhere. These days, with Chinese steam in terminal decline, I travel through Shenyang and Changchun on my way to isolated steam centres with a sense of nostalgia and not a steam loco in sight. Get ready to go back to a time when steam was king.

Anshan

Anshan Steelworks

The footage shows classes XK2, SY and JS at the stabling point with SY, PL2 and XK2 in the workshop before moving to the blast furnace area where we see Japanese era electrics and several PL2. We then see SY locos working slag to the slag tip and molten slag being tipped.

Anshan CNR including Saddle Mountain

Although we move to the China Rail line through Anshan, we also see steelworks electrics including a LEW single body loco and a Skoda 3 unit loco. We then head south to Saddle Mountain where we observe a procession of trains hauled by QJ, JS, ND5 and DFH3 locos.
Anshan Trams

We see brief shots of these trams. A report by Jan Schirling dated September 2003 on http://www.sy-country.co.uk/ says that the line closed in April 2003 (although other internet sources suggest that it is still open). The Schirling report also found 14 SY in use at Anshan steelworks but no other steam classes.
On to Dalian
The silhouettes on Anshan platform lead into a shot of the restaurant car and a high deflector JS being passed en route to Dalian. In Dalian, from the hotel room, we see a JS arriving on a passenger into the grand Dalian station which is based on Tokyo’s Ueno Station. Looking down, we see trams in action. This tram system survives.

Shenyang

Shenyang (formerly Mukden) Station which appears in the title sequence was built in 1910 as part of the South Manchuria Railway and is modeled on Tokyo Station.
Sujiatun Depot

At this very steamy depot, we see QJ and a few JS being serviced. Sujiatun was the depot for Shenyang and the locos here were used on long-distance freight, pick-up freight and local passenger turns. By the early 1990s, long-distance passenger trains were already in the hands of DF4 or DFH3 diesels.
Sujiatun Works

This works serviced industrial locos. During the visit, a very old JF6 was awaiting entrance to works and a GJ class loco was the stationary boiler. SY and JS locos were also going through works.
Sujiatun Yard

We see a few train movements here before moving on to the nearby junction.

Hunhe Junction

Close to Sujiatun and on the way to Shenyang, this junction sees the split of lines to Beijing, Dalian, Meihekou and Shenyang. The station and its footbridge reminded me of the East Coast mainline in Cambridgeshire but the procession of QJ, JS and first generation diesels was 100% Chinese and I loved it.
Bridges towards Shenyang

Between Hunhe and Shenyang, there is a big river crossing and the tracks split here onto two bridges. Although there were only 2 tracks, they were bi-directional and we see JS and QJ hauled trains heading in both directions. The penultimate clip at the road bridge where we parked shows 2 industrial SY (which to my knowledge were never used by CNR) in the middle of a freight train being moved to or from servicing (perhaps at Sujiatun).
On to Changchun

I believe that the first shots are of Shenyang (not the modern Shenyang Bei) station with further shots at Gongzhuling en route to Changchun.
Changchun

Changchun Depot

The loco of interest here was the short-tendered JF which was used in and around the roundhouse and turntable where its short wheelbase meant that it could move a wagon in and out of the roundhouse. In 1992, this was still in use but by 1994 it was finished and looked like it had had an accident. There was a loco works here and we see ex-works locos moving around the depot. I never visited the works and I assume that this was because visits were not allowed in those days. 

Changchun East Junction

This was THE place to watch a procession of steam in China. By 1992, the RM pacifics were gone and the SL pacifics that worked passenger trains on the Jilin line had finished a year earlier to be replaced by DHF3 diesels. However, you could still see QJs (primarily) but also JS and JF classes from the Changchun East vantage point where the Jilin line branched off the line to the north. One could easily spend a pleasant day here trainspotting, just as we used to on UK mainlines. Quite a lot of the traffic was oil from Baicheng in the west via Changchun (reversal) to the refinery in Jilin. (It was a spill from this refinery that polluted the Songhua River in 2004.) Loaded trains normally needed double heading but empties could be worked by a single QJ. QJ hauled passenger trains were most likely also heading to/from Baicheng as passenger trains on the mainline north were normally diesel.

Xiaonan

One station north of Changchun via the East Junction. This was the junction for the line to Baicheng (see above). 

Xinglongshan

Rick Coles and I persuaded a reluctant CITS guide and driver to take us into the country outside the Changchun pollution zone. While the traffic levels here were far less than Changchun East, we still saw plenty of QJs on freights in the winter sunshine.

Towards Jilin

We even got a bit further to do some real linesiding and this cutting near a snowy village ends the steam on Part 1.

Trams

Rick had a major interest in the 3 trams systems left in China (Anshan, Changchun and Dalian) and made sure that our itinerary included all 3. I particularly enjoyed the run-down Changchun trams on the last remaining routes 52 and 54. Look carefully and you will see a tram conductor on the roof of one of the trams ensuring that the bow collector makes contact with the overhead wire as the tram is worked back to the depot for repair.

Changchun 2006

Mike Ma and I travelled through Changchun en route from Meihekou to Hegang (see my DVDs on these two SY worked coal lines). This allowed a chance to have a quick look at the remaining tram route (54), to view the depot from the modern light rail line and to take a look at an electrified Changchun East Junction. These shots are included to show how much the scene has changed in 10-14 years.
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