Le P’tit Train de la Haute Somme

Le Chemin de Fer Froissy, Cappy et Dompierre (CFCD)

This 600mm/2ft preserved railway is located in Northern France south of Lille and close to the TGV Haute Picardie station and the towns of Arras (to the north), Amiens (to the west) and St Quentin (to the east). The closest town with accommodation in quantity is Peronne (and also probably Albert).

The railway was originally a British trench railway in WWI. After the war, it was further used as an agricultural railway serving the Sucrery (sugar factory) at Dompierre and connecting this to the beet fields, the Somme Canal and the now closed metre gauge line running north-south through Froissy. The line features a switchback and a tunnel and runs along the canal from Froissy to Cappy, through the tunnel, and then via the switchback up to the plateau on which Dompierre is located. The line then runs for about 3 km across the plateau to a terminus close to the sugar factory.

On closure of the line, it passed into the hands of the Appeva preservation group. They have built up a collection of working locomotives as well as an excellent museum which tells the story of the narrow gauge railway and how they were important for waging war, for agriculture and for industry.

The preservation group has a bilingual website at http://appeva.club.fr/index_e.htm
See also http://members.shaw.ca/twofooter/ww2ftrrW-Z.htm#WW1 for a list of sites about WWI railways.
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