Chinese Standard Gauge Coal Railways

Hotlinks have been provided to take you straight to the online articles. In addition, you are also referred to:

R.N. Pritchard, Industrial Locomotives of the People’s Republic of China (2nd Edition), Industrial Railway Society, Melton Mowbray, 2008 (available from http://www.irsociety.co.uk/books/books.htm)

Shuangyashan Coal Railway

Shuangyashan (simplified Chinese: 双鸭山; traditional Chinese: 雙鴨山; pinyin: Shuāngyāshān) is a coal mining prefecture-level city in the eastern part of China's Heilongjiang province. The city has approximately 600,000 inhabitants in the urban area, and approximately 1,500,000 including the surrounding countryside and suburbs. ... (It) is the end of the Haerbin to Shuangyashan railway spur link. 15 hours from Haerbin by train, and 90 minutes from the next large Provincial town Jiamusi. 

(Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shuangyashan)

See Pritchard pp90-91 for a list of locos and details of the rail system. For a map, see http://www.chinasteam.com/trains/china45.htm
At the time of our 2001 visit, all line work was steam; mainly QJ with the occasional SY working which was probably a shunting loco returning to a coal mine after a visit to the main depot. There were also steam-hauled passenger trains on both branches.

The locos weren’t turned which meant that they worked chimney first with the empties to the mines and tender first with the fulls back to Shuangyashan terminus. Had the locos been turned, it would have opened up considerably more photographic opportunities. However, the reality was that best locations for chimney-first steam were between Changan and Tudingshan and with several short, steep banks further out on the line east. The line to the north has little of interest after the first climb through Dongjing. We got there shortly before the introduction of diesels and the line was rapidly dieselised. 

In March/April 2002, Farrail reported, 

‘The local guide (Mr. Song Zhe Chi) told us, that there might be still steam in Shuangyashan up to Tudingshan. Two days before there should have been a QJ-hauled train to Tudingshan. As it was impossible to figure out the up to date situation via telephone we decided to go to Shuangyashan personally. The officials in Shuangyashan threw us out of the train control room and weren't happy about steam gricers at all. Fortunately we found some kind railway workers who could provide us with the information we needed. The last steam loco left Shuangyashan on March 26th towards the loco shed. All steamlocos are stored there now with two exceptions. One SY and one QJ are still in steam at Shuangyashan. The locos are used to bank heavy trains from Shuangyang to Liujing or to Tudingshan on demand. The SY also serves the power plant near Xin'an.’

For a recent (2006) report of the now-dieselised line, see http://www.sy-country.co.uk/trains/china466.htm
Tiefa Coal Railway

The Wikipedia entry for Tiefa is brief, ‘Tiefa is a Chinese city of more than 100,000 inhabitants, including approximately 2% of Christians, in the northern province of Liaoning. It is the center of an area of production of coal.’ There are several coal mines in the area linked by standard gauge lines which come together at Sanjiazi. See http://www.sy-country.co.uk/line/liaoning-tiefa.htm for maps of the system and many reports. Pritchard has information on pages 181-2. Footage includes brief visits to the depot at Daqing and the main station at Daobingshan. We also visited the junction at Sanjiazi several times especially early morning but concentrated on the long line to Faku with its tunnel and lake. Our 2001 trip was before the partial dieselisation of the system.

Farrail, referring to Tiefa and Daobingshan (the largest settlement) reports, In Diaobingshan they’ve gone back to hauling passenger trains with their SYs only. All freight trains are back to diesel after they purchased the brand new DF5Bs. There are no changes planned in the near future, so Diaobingshan remains a well worthwhile visit.

Datong Coal Railway

This is also referred to as the Ganshui (where the branch leaves the CR line) or Songzhao Coal Railway (a reference to the owning company?). There are maps and reports at http://www.sy-country.co.uk/line/chongqing-ganshui.htm. It was originally in Sichuan but is now part of Chongqing City. Pitchard provides details on page 31 and uses the name Songzhao. The system is actually two lines. The longer line passes through the mountain at Muliutan to enter a different valley and then proceeds to an administrative headquarters and stabling point (Qingqihai) close to Datong town) and then on to the mine at Baiyan. Road transport is difficult in the area and the railway provides a valuable service. The shorter line which diverges at Muliutan is owned by the Chongqing Iron & Steel Group (according to Pritchard) and takes a river valley route 2km to Xiaoyotou. This operation has its own loco which is stabled at Ganshui. Locos are operated tender- first from Ganshui and so haul empties tender-first uphill and loads chimney-first downhill. The reason for this is that, as a primarily freight railway, the crew prefer to have the chimney of the loco behind them when they go through tunnels while working uphill. 
Pingshi Coal Railway

For us, this was a brief visit while visiting the nearby Chenjia narrow gauge line at Chenzhou. The line was due to dieselise and the first DF4 was aready in residence. See Pritchard page 42 for some additional details although this is a brief entry. Brian Acford refers to it as Nan-Ling Railway (PingNan - Muchong) and his report can be read at http://www.chinasteam.com/trains/china138.htm. Rob Dickinson and I were there soon after his trip: http://www.chinasteam.com/trains/china141.htm and

 HYPERLINK "http://homepage.ntlworld.com/john.raby1/pingshi.htm" 
http://homepage.ntlworld.com/john.raby1/pingshi.htm
As Brian notes, the area was very inaccessible by road. We rode a mixed train out to Hulukou where the line does a tight horshoe and explored the narrow gauge electric lines there. Although the scenery was interesting, the traffic on the standard gauge line wasn’t frequent so we barely did justice to the system in our brief visit. Shortly after our visit, the line dieselised completely.
One website gives details of a nearby narrow gauge line that linked in at Lojiace. This had finished by the time of our visit in 2001.
Details of the DVD footage:

Shuangyashan Coal Railway

Following the title scene (see later), the footage starts at Zhongxin Terminus (aka Shuangyashan). We see a QJ tender-first on a passenger train entering the terminus. We then move along the line to Changan which is where the two lines split. Another QJ passes on a passenger train on the line to the east. We then move further along this line as see QJ3598 on coal empties. Next comes a light QJ at the former level crossing. The road now crosses the line on a bridge. This was both a scenic and easily accessible location and we see several trains here. We then move on to Pingshashan/Tudingshan where we see the first of the short, sharp climbs that the eastbound trains face. In some ways the line reminded me of Nancha. The climbs are possible for modern 2-10-2 locos but would not have been build 50 – 100 years ago. After a QJ, we see an SY on a short train approaching the summit station. With light fading, from the old signal box, we see a tender-first loaded train heading west before the passenger trains cross. The train from the east arrives first. Then the train from the west headed by QJ6917 slogs up the bank. There is a similar climb from the east here but tender-first workings make this unphotogenic. We then move on eastwards. Locations may be as captioned but I didn’t note them at the time so there is some guesswork here. I believe the next climb seen is at Sifangtai and again it’s QJ6917 this time on an empty coal train. Rounding the corner here, we see QJ7020 on the passenger. Liujing is next and with a snow covered slag heap in the background, we get a long take of a QJ on empties. Then, it’s on to Baoshan with pit headgear in the background, we see a passenger train climb another steep bank. QJ7020 is seen again. This location could be Liujing. 

On the northern branch, we see a QJ with empties climbing through Dongjing before we get closer to this location for several final shots of QJ and SY on passenger and freight trains. Beyond the summit, the line is downhill to the mine. Close to the mine, the mine crosses the China Rail line but no decent shots were obtained on this section.

Tiefa Coal Railway

The opening sequence is at Sanjiazi. We start at Daqing depot. This is one of the more sensitive areas on the system and as Tiefa is famous for charging visitors, a visit here invites an invitation to pay for the pleasure. In 2001, things were somewhat more relaxed. We then see a couple of trains on the line south to Wangqiao. (The system was 100% SY at this point and we see them on coal and passenger trains. Since then they have built up a selection of other steam locos but steam is now used only on passengers and it’s all SY. All the other steam locos are in the museum.) There follows an extended sequence at Sanjiazi Junction. In the morning rush hour we see a number of passenger trains passing through here along with some freight locos waiting for their next turn of duty. Sanjiazi is on the Daobingshan side of the junction and trains can travel from Diaobingshan via Sanjiazi in 3 different directions (east straight ahead or north and south). Most of the sequence are filmed on the Daobingshan side of the station on the northern side with the southern mine of Daxing in the background. The voiceover from the hotel room at Daobingshan introduces the next section. This is the main settlement and the terminus for some trains. Others continue towards Faku. Trains in that direction first go through the summit tunnel at Taipigshan before skirting the lake. A dirt road follows the line through this section via Hanjiagou halt before joining the main road on to Dongguatun and Faku. Among the various shots on this long extension to the system we see a double-header with a failed loco inside. The final shot is of Daming (the northern mine) from Taipingshan.

Datong Coal Railway

We follow the line from the junction at Gansui (with its interesting bridges) up the line to the junction at Muliutan then along the mainline (through the tunnel between the river valleys) up to Qingqihai and the terminus at Baiyan. At Baiyan, we get a short look at the narrow gauge push and battery-electric lines connected to the mines. We then see Xiaoyutou, the terminus of the shorter branch from Muliutan. The loco SY0344 was only used on this line.

Pingshi Coal Railway

The opening sequence is of Hulukou but the section starts properly at Pingnan which is at the end of a short China Rail freight branch from Pingshi. The locos were stabled here and after transferring their coal trains to China Rail, locos serviced and returned up the line to the mines. There were 4 JS locos working almost flat out with no spare locos. This situation could not continue and the railway decided to replace steam with China Rail surplus diesels rather than adding to the steam fleet. Just out from Pingnan is a major river bridge and while we waited here for trains we were unsuccessful although the river action is interesting. Next day, we took a trip out to Hulukou on a mixed train but the other 3 steam locos were on-shed and we knew that it would be a slow day for loaded trains back to Pingnan. After waiting for one empty train out, we then explored the narrow gauge line that met the standard gauge at Hulukou and discovered a smaller narrow gauge line at the mine. 
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