Classic Chinese Steam Locations Part 2

The 1994 footage was taken on an LCGB North East China tour led by Colin Miell. The additional 1996 footage of the Tonghua area was taken on a private trip with Ted Talbot, John Parker with Ron Lingley joining at the end. It was filmed using a Sony PAL Video 8 camera, converted to digital footage and then edited on an Intel iMac computer using iMovie HD. Video 8 had generally good sound but was famous for glitches and drop outs. I have tried to remove all of the glitches and the major drop outs but some video and sound dropouts remain.

I got into trainspotting mode when writing these notes and tried to write down all the locos visible in the footage. Loco numbers are included if they can be clearly discerned from the footage – otherwise locos are shown by class (QJ, JS, SY, C2, DF4, DF5, DFH3, DF8). Any corrections or additions will be gratefully received and these notes will be updated to include these.

Major railway locations on this DVD including Harbin, Nancha, Jiamusi, Mudanjiang and Tonghua can be located on the rail map at http://chinatravelguide.com/shared/images/3/3e/ChinaRailwayMap.png
Running order

Harbin & Nancha

Harbin

Harbin is on the mainline north from Beijing via Shenyang and Changchun towards Manzhouli and the Russian border. From Harbin a major branch heads east to Mudanjiang and from north of Harbin (at Suihua) another branch heads north east via Nancha and Jiamusi to Mudanjiang. By 1994 steam was being replaced by diesel on the mainline north and south of Harbin and the mix of steam and diesel on Harbin depot reflect this.

We see: 

Kite flying on the banks of the frozen Songhua River north of Harbin. Many boats are frozen in for the winter months on this navigable waterway. 

2 x QJ light engine on the long Songhua River bridge north of Harbin

Harbin Depot

QJ6217

DF4 & DF5

JS

QJ & DF4

QJ under coaling stage – all of the other depots on the DVD used steam coaling cranes to load the tenders directly

Harbin South Yard

Orange DF4 on passenger train

Hump shunting with retarders in use to slow the wagons

QJ on shed road

QJ456? on trip freight – returns light engine

Harbin North yard

QJ departs to the north on a freight train

QJ arrives from the north on a freight train

QJ light engine

DF4 on passenger train heading South

QJ light engine 

QJ6217 (12 wheel tender) backs down onto train

Decorated QJ2991 waits to back onto train

DF4 backs onto train

QJ departs on freight train north

QJ & DF5 also visible

Nancha

Nancha is north east of Harbin on a branch off the main Harbin – Manzhouli line. From Nancha, a minor branch heads north to Wuyling via the steelworks at Xilin. The ‘mainline’ continues east and then south to Jiamusi and Mudanjiang. The branch to Wuyiling has a short, steep bank on both sides of a summit just after leaving the mainline.

Double headed & banked QJ2144 + QJ + QJ head up the branch line east of Nancha with a freight train

Junction east of Nancha

QJ2967 heads east on the mainline with a freight train

QJ heads east on the mainline with oil tankers

Tender to tender QJ + QJ storm up the bank with a freight train

QJ6898 heads east on the mainline with a freight train

Decorated QJ heads east with a freight train

Decorated QJ heads east with a freight train

Horse & cart run past

QJ + QJ come down the bank with a freight with a QJ on the back

South of the Summit

QJ heads down the bank on passenger train

QJ1935 heads up the bank on passenger train

QJ up the bank on freight train banked by QJ1764

(note: QJ1764 & QJ2590 were regulars on pilot and banking duties)

Sheep/goat runpast

QJ + QJ light engine down bank – glint shot

QJ on long freight train climbs towards top of bank banked by QJ

DHF3 down bank on a passenger train

QJ up bank on a passenger train

Distant QJ + QJ tender (12w) to tender (8w) climb bank

QJ6092 up bank with freight train banked by QJ1764

North of the Summit

QJ2590 + QJ enter summit cutting

QJ1764 + QJ1765 climb to summit banked by QJ2590

QJ2420 on passenger train approaches summit

QJ2590 + QJ with log train approach summit cutting banked by QJ1764

QJ2590 + QJ climb bank with log train banked by QJ

QJ1764 + QJ climb bank with mixed freight train

QJ2420 tops bank from the south with a passenger train banked by QJ1764

QJ2590 + QJ climb bank with a short log train banked by QJ

More on the Mainline
Close to Nancha station, QJ 6953 heads east with a freight train while a train off the branch passes behind

QJ + QJ head east light engine

QJ heads east with a freight train

Distant QJ heads east with a short train of box cars

Distant QJ + QJ both decorated head east with a freight train

Decorated QJ heads east with a freight train

(Note: Decorated locos didn’t seem to be used on the branch)

Nancha Depot

Decorated DH4 on shed

QJ6893 being serviced

QJ6837 being serviced

QJ tender showing mechanical stoker

Steam coaling crane in action

Nancha – Jiamusi

(appears at the begining of the Mudanjiang section of the DVD)

Filmed on our bus ride from Nancha to Jiamusi prior to an overnight train to Mudanjiang

QJ on a freight heading south

QJ on a freight

(Note: at the point where our cross-country road from Nancha to Jiamusi crossed the Nancha – Jiamusi line, there was a narrow gauge mineral line – newly constructed – which headed roughly back along the road in the Nancha direction – at the junction was a works/transhipment building. I have tried to find out more about this line but without success so far. If it survives, it will be diesel operated.)

Mudanjiang Area

Mudanjiang is a major junction east of Harbin with lines to Jiamusi (north), Suifenhe (east) and Tumen (south) As well as a depot it had a loco works. Something went wrong with our permissions and we weren’t allowed in the depot or the works

Chaihe Forest Railway

Chaihe is close to Mudanjiang on the line to Jiamusi

This narrow gauge line closed in 1995. I am not aware than any enthusiasts managed to travel any distance along the line towards the forests. At one time, lines on this system linked with another system to the north and may have linked to the system at Yabuli. On the other side of the river after the river bridge along the line to the west was a narrow gauge loco works that survived after the closure of the railway and the lifting of the line. It received C2 locos for repair for several years beyond 1995 and these must have been moved by road. Management stated that it constructed C2 locos in some numbers prior to 1995.

C2 on bridge with logs on disconnects (separated bogies with at most a chain connecting them and probably just log weight to hold them together)

C2 119? on a mixed freight with logs on connected bogies

C2 light engine 

3 C2 in station yard

C2 shunting

C2 121 Polish built (some of the early C2 were imported from Eastern Europe. The original design was Russian)

C2 on turntable

Chaihe depot

C2 119

C2 119 on freight wagons

C2 Z6-02106 

Narrow gauge single-ended diesel

C2 119

LCGB group eating steamed dumplings (jiaozi) near the narrow gauge station at Chaihe

Mainline near Chiahe

DF8 diesel on a freight heading north

Railcars on a permanent way train

QJ on a freight heading south

QJ passenger train heading north

Mudanjiang

QJ on a freight heading north

Steam coaling cranes

DF5? shunts a QJ tender

Modaoshi

Modaoshi horsehoe curve is on the line from Mudanjiang to Suifennhe

QJ2715? on a freight heading east

DF8 + QJ on a passenger train heading east

QJ on a passenger train heading west

QJ3371? on a freight heading west

Tonghua area

Tonghua is east of Siping which is on the main Shenyang – Changchun route. The line extends from Tonghua via Hungjiang (now Baicheng) and on to the terminus at Baihe.

Tonghua depot

JS5383, etc. on Tonghua Depot – locos here were stabled around a turntable
High Deflector JS5855 receives attention

JS5031 shunts a JS missing its left deflector and its front pony truck

Steam coaling crane in action

JS5475 backs down to the station

Leaving Tonghua

JS departs Tonghua heading heading north with a passenger train

(Note: on our drive over the hill from Dongtonghua back to Tonghua, we crossed a narrow gauge line (500-600mm) but no loco or stock was visible. I know no more about this line although it is unlikely to survive today)

Dongtonghua

There is a large steelworks here that may still use some SY locos

High Deflector JS crosses the river bridge with a passenger train

JS crosses the river bridge with a passenger train

Double headed JS5203 + JS head south with a mixed freight

SY shunts the steelworks sidings

JS heading south with a freight in snowy conditions, QJ on permanent way train on the right

SY sits under the road overbridge

JS on passenger train heads south

Tender-first QJ2719 heads south with permanent way train – note: QJs and DH4 were not normally allowed on this line at that time due to weight restrictions

SY3008 runs into interchange yard

High Deflector JS on passenger train heading north

Laoying

Seen from the road, JS on a passenger train heading north

Long shot from the hill looking back in the direction of Dongtonghua of JS on passenger train crossing river bridge and climbing the bank (note old alignment closer to the camera) – the road is on the other side of the valley in front of the camera

Shot from same location of another JS on a passenger train

JS on passenger train comes down the hill towards Tonghua

Closer to the line, JS on a freight heading south towards the bridge

Similar position with JS on coal empties uphill (heading north)

On the ledge, JS5471 downhill (heading south) on a freight – note the very unusual diamond shaped works plate on the skyline casing – where was it built?

JS downhill (heading south) on a passenger train

JS downhill (heading south) on a coal train – note how lightly the wagons are loaded

JS5103 uphill (heading north) on a freight

Decorated JS5771 after summit tunnel heading north (downhill) with passenger train

JS5480 approaching summit tunnel from the north with coal train

On the ledge, JS5731 heading north with coal empties

JS5731 heads downhill (heading south) with a coal train

High Deflector JS 5855 heads north with a passenger train

Tender-first QJ heads south with a permanent way train

Permanent way rail buses

JS5284 heading north on coal empties

JS5353? heading south on a freight – 3 cabooses

Double-headed JS on a freight

Hungjiang depot

JS5475

steam coaling crane

Several JS on the depot

JS5284

JS5363

Hungjiang Mineral Railway

The line was still steamy in 1994 but steam was relegated to standby by 1995

C2 on turntable

C2s on depot

C2 683? (perhaps 663 as seen below and within the sequence)

C2 on fulls

C2 658?

C2 654 on empties heading north

C2 664 (white smokebox) on empties heading north

C2 663 on empties heading south

C2 on fulls – on the hillside

C2 on empties – on the hillside

Sanchazi

High Deflector JS on a long freight heading south

JS5563 (gold boiler bands) on a passenger train heading south

JS on a short freight heading north

Double-headed JS passenger train heading north

JS on a freight heading north

JS on a freight heading north

Double-headed tender-to-tender JS on a short freight heading south

JS passenger train heading north

JS on a short freight heading north

Js on a freight heading north with 2 cabooses

Ox cart run past

JS passenger train heading north – with glint

High deflector JS on a freight heading north – with slight glint

Wangou

JS passenger train heading north – bridge 

Double-headed JS passenger train heading north - bridge

JS passenger train heading south

JS 5676 on a freight heading south

JS on a freight heading north

High Deflector JS on a short freight heading south

Double-headed JS passenger train heading north

Double-headed JS5370+JS passenger train heading north

JS5031 on a freight heading north

JS light engine heading south

Any changes, amendments and additions welcome. Email jraby@waitrose.com

