Hegang & Jixi Coal Railways

Hegang Coal Railway 24-27 December 
For additional reports and maps, see: http://rcswww.urz.tu-dresden.de/~menius/line/heilongjiang-hegang.htm 
or http://www.sy-country.co.uk/ and go to Steam Lines, Heilongjiang, Hegang 
Day 1: In the afternoon, 1 SY was at Dalu Mine heading back to Hegang. Then by taxi to the line towards the power station at the loop. One train was due to return from the power station and was seen chimney first back towards Hegang. A second train then came tender first with fulls to the power station. All was set for a fantastic silhouette at the flyover over the China Rail line at sunset but the loco ran light engine from the power station to the coking plant and another master shot got away. 

Day 2: Steam on both passengers to Junde and Xingshan throughout our visit. Took the Junde train to Fuli to climb the disused slag heap for the master shot. The weather was misty but video-ed a light engine working and the passenger return to Hegang from the top. Then bus back to Hegang. In the afternoon, video-ed the afternoon tender-first working to Xingshan and then went to Nanshan to see a busy procession of steam and diesel on the mining railway and China Rail in both directions. Caught the Junde passenger back to Hegang (Jipei) and then took shots in the yard. Yard lighting gives some good effects here after dark. Met two Chinese gricers (one from Beijing, the other from Taipei) and had dinner together. Restaurant in Hegang offers draft black beer and some reasonable food (cross the main road and take the road heading away from the China Rail station. The restaurant is the first significant restaurant on the left hand side.) The two Chinese were off to Jalainur following the close-down at Huanan ng. 

Day 3 Took Passenger to Xingan and then walked back to Fuli. Saw a double-unit electric working at Xingan (the only one of the visit). After lunch, took a bus towards Xingshan and climbed the hill near the short tunnel for the tender-first afternoon working. Then returned to Jipei Station to see the return steam passenger workings. 

Day 4 With bright sunshine, took the morning passenger to Fuli again and reclimbed the slag heap for a second attempt at the master shot. This worked well and I left for Huanan after lunch very satisfied with what had been achieved.

Comment: With steam on both passenger workings and plenty happening on the system, Hegang is a quality system despite the overhead wires. The line to the power station is not electrified and justifies a full-day/half-day taxi charter to get the shots. There appears to be no regular public transport on the road towards the power station that crosses the railway on the Hegang side of Fuli.

Jixi Coal Railway 29-31 December 
For additional reports and maps, see: http://rcswww.urz.tu-dresden.de/~menius/line/heilongjiang-jixi.htm 
or http://www.sy-country.co.uk/ and go to Steam Lines, Heilongjiang, Jixi 
Day 1 My second visit to this area and first impressions in the afternoon at Chengzihe were not good (again). For video, this system can be most frustrating—no obvious story to tell, locos doing very unpredictable (and, therefore, unphot-able) things all over the place and most likely not where you are standing and less than dramatic scenery. This was an afternoon of frustrations.

Day 2 The bank at Hengshan is only somewhat better. Here there is predictability (loco on empties slogs up bank) but the bank is straight and without any great scenery. After two trains, the first banked, the second single loco, which looked OK but somehow didn’t quite do it for me we took the bus to Lishu where my impression of Jixi changed. Here we have an interesting system with good scenery, climbs and curves and clean, decorated locos. The predictable, twice-daily short train of wooden-bodied empties chimney first to Qikang make for great video near the brickworks. I recommend all video photographers to go here first and keep going here until you have cracked it.

Day 3 The early morning stabling point shots at Chengzihe are also predictable and good. This would be my second recommendation for Jixi. 

Comment: I came away from Jixi with a better impression than on my first trip. It’s still a challenge to capture on video but I came away with some good sequences at Lishu and of early morning movements at Chengzihe and passable shots from Hengshan Bank.
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