Steamy Java 2008 Double DVD

You can read about the events covered on these DVDs at:

http://www.users.waitrose.com/~jraby/blog1.html
http://www.users.waitrose.com/~jraby/blog.html
http://www.users.waitrose.com/~jraby/blogpt.html
http://www.internationalsteam.co.uk/trains/java08.htm
The locos seen on the DVD can be researched at:

http://www.internationalsteam.co.uk/ambarawa/tmlocos.htm (Tama Mini locos)

http://www.internationalsteam.co.uk/ambarawa/pnkapres.htm (PNKA locos)

http://www.internationalsteam.co.uk/trains/javalist.htm (sugar mill locos)

Details of the individual mills are at: 

http://www.internationalsteam.co.uk/trains/java08.htm - top
Details of Ambarawa, Cepu and Purwosari - Wonogiri lines are at:

http://www.internationalsteam.co.uk/ambarawa/action.htm
http://www.internationalsteam.co.uk/trains/cepu.htm
http://members.tripod.com/~keretapi/history.html
(Please let me know if you find a better link for Purwosari – Wonogiri.)

DVD 1: Sugar Mill Steam 

Western & Central Java

Pangka Mill

We see two locos No. 2 and No. 9 on the slog from the truck yard to the mill yard; a duty they were sharing with some diesels. A further loco was located close to the mill train and responsible for moving cane trucks forward and empty trucks away from the unloading point. At one point, a wagon-load of cane behind No. 9 ignites from underneath which accounts for the smoke and disruption seen in the distance. Pangka was our first ‘good’ mill of the trip and really the first mill east of Java to still justify a visit.

Sumberharjo Mill

This is one of the few remaining mills with steam-hauled field work. However, the loaded trains normally arrive back at the mill after dark and although it would undoubtedly be worth the effort to try to find afternoon loaded trains, most groups have limited time and a morning visit was arranged for our group. The shed and empties yard were steamy and we saw two steam locos head off in different directions with empty cane trains. Other visitors found 3 steam-hauled trains going out. If you have already done all the mills in Java, staying at the mill guesthouse or in the nearby town of Pemalang for a few days could get you that one of the elusive loaded cane trains.

Sragi Mill

Sragi lost its field lines several years ago which released a number of large ‘main-line’ steam and diesel locos for yard work. This left some of the smaller locos spare and 2 of them have been shipped to the UK (Statfold Barn Railway) where No. 1 is back in action after restoration. With high oil prices, only one diesel was in use close to the mill train. Nos. 5, 7, 12 and 16 were employed pushing cane and 17 and 19 were employed moving the empty wagons. No. 16, 5 and 7 combined to push a long train of cane into the mill in the morning after the shift change to get the day started. Double-pushing had previously been reported but this triple pusher was rare.

Tasik Madu Mill

Although I led the group here 2 days running, on the first day I then took the bus off to Wonogiri for the afternoon branch train, only to find that this had been cancelled by a festival in the main street of Solo. The next morning we tried again with the Wonogiri train and only had the afternoon at Sragi. So, footage from Tasik Madu is limited and we were especially unlucky with derailments on the second afternoon which meant that big No. 6 didn’t make it round from the distant truck yard before we had to leave for Cepu. The limited footage here shows that this mill still has potential and I certainly look forward to going back. The American-built vertical-boilered steam roller remains in working ordered and can be steamed for visiting groups. This mill has the most ambitious agro-tourism operation with a separate office handling visitors to see the mill, have train rides and use the swimming pool in the mill compound. 

End of Western  Central Java DVD footage

Purwodadi Mill

There were 3 locos in steam here (5, 10, 16) and the transfers from the truck yard to the mill across the main road and over the bridge were frequent. One loco was always in the truck yard to go onto the back of the train as it crossed the road to push it into the mill yard. Most mill roads are made up of two or more train loads so when the road already had cane wagons in it, the front loco would come off at the yard entrance and the rear loco would push the cane into the roads as is seen in this sequence. I have never spent much time filming inside the mill compound normally staying near the truck yard or bridge but shots on the mill side of the bridge provide an interesting conclusion to this sequence.

Regosari Mill

The main purpose for the visit was to see No. 10 Salak the unique O&K jackshaft drive loco in action. Built much like a rack loco but with the geared drive to the wheels not the rack, the design was to keep the cylinders clear of the muck at track level and also to provide low-speed tractive effort. Surprisingly, for a unique and rather complicated loco, the mill has not had problems retaining it in working order. Although the trip from the truck yard to the mill yard is the shortest of any mill I can think of, they were still using 2 conventional steam locos in 2008 on a regular basis including No. 7. Merapi which we see.

Pagottan Mill

At Pagottan, we see another O&K method of providing low-speed tractive effort. Locos No. 6 and 7 were once-identical inside-framed Luttermöller 0-10-0T. The front and rear sets of wheels are drived by gears which allows for flexibility when negotiating tight curves but the very small wheels allowed these locos to slowly push loaded trains across the weighbridge at the bottom of a hill and up the hill to the mill. These were never locos for line work. These days, with a re-organisation of the mill railway, they push loaded trains the final distance into the mill yard. No. 6 has received a replacement boiler of a shorter 0-8-0 loco No. 3 as well as bull bars to protect its new boiler (or prevent horizontal movement of the cane wagon loads) while No. 7 retains an original boiler.

Merican Mill

Although looking much like previous year, only 2 of the larger steam locos were in use on the transfer from the truck yards to the mill. The movement of empties from the mill yard back to the truck yard was being handled by tractor. Locos 0-8-0T No 2 and 8 were in use both days we visited. They were burning wood rather than bagasse so we did not stay for an evening session of fireworks. However, I believe that woodburners can produce some decent sparks so we should have a go another time. In addition to the two locos, we also see bagged sugar being moved by human chain from the warehouse to road trucks for dispatch.

Gempolkrep Mill

Everything here is hidden within a large compound. We found 4 locos in steam (3 in use with one on standby). The two large tender locos No. 4 and 12 are used to cable haul the cane the last few metres to the cable winch which feeds the cane into the mill. One of the locos, No. 4, was mainly hidden behind rows of cane and only revealed occasionally when both roads are clear and the next movement of cane was needed. Loco No. 19 was in steam on shed and No. 18 (not seen on this footage) would take over the empty wagons from a small diesel part way round the empties loop which runs inside the mill wall and take them back to the truck yard. A recent report says that the mill is trying out tractors instead of No. 4 and 12.

Semboro Mill

The real steam here is the two fireless locos 2 and 3 which operate close to the mill moving the full and empty cane wagons and removing the ash and mud from the mill. Over at the shed, 0-4-4-0T mallet No. 15 (the only mallet we saw in steam during the trip) was in steam for us but only within the mill yard while 0-6-0T No. 29 took our special train out to the western fields. The track at Semboro is extensive and includes some double track sections. Built in the 1930s, it was a modern mill within a large estate with extensive irrigation like the Jatiroto plantation just down the road. These days, a variety of diesels handle all of the work apart from the two fireless. 

Olean Mill

This was not one of the better years for steam haulage at Olean. Only one field was being handled by steam and this was at the place named Gumog on Bernd’s map (http://www.farrail.net/maps/Olean.gif). The line onward to Semiring was disused and there must be some doubt whether this long line will ever be back in action. On the plus side, we did see 4 locos working over the time we were there and although there were normally only one or two locos in steam, different locos were used for the empties and the fulls (i.e. morning and afternoon shifts). In these sequences we see Nos. 1, 4 & 7 in use. No. 3 was also seen but is not shown in the footage. Loaded trains were returning to the mill extremely early (at 1:30 or 2 pm) and once back, there was no further steam action for the rest of the afternoon. As the only mill with guaranteed steam on loaded cane trains in daylight (and with only Sumberhajo and Asembagus to include in the now very short list of mills with steam field trains but with night-time returns), we have our fingers firmly crossed for this mill and its future!

Asembagus Mill

Although we finally got a charter train running here, the loco department were not very co-operative as they normally run their steam loco in the afternoon. They also explained that their other loco No. 11 had failed necessitating the use of No. 10 which had not been in steam. Once they finally raised enough pressure on No. 10, the loco then struggled to get round the triangle tender first to turn and in the end had to be assisted by a diesel on the rear to get it round without derailing. Our trip was thus curtailed by time as we needed to return to Olean for the afternoon working and we only took the train of empty bagged sugar vans just beyond the first junction to the north. In the past, we have been 3-4 times this distance into the fields towards the beginning of a scrubby forest. On the double track section near the weighbridge, we see our train overtaken by a proper train of bagged sugar heading for the port. Unlike other mills which were connect by rail to the main rail system, Asembagus has always exported its sugar by ship.

DVD 2: 3ft 6in Lines

Taman Mini

This was my first visit here and it makes a pleasant change from Ambarawa. The locos are displayed around a circle of track that has had operating diesel trains but now looks disused. There is a lake, a tunnel and a spur line up the hill above the tunnel with rack in place to a station. A turntable and some signalling are also present. In the (relatively) early morning mist, the locos reminded me of PNKA action in the early 1980s and I had indeed seen some of them in action then. Unlike the Ambarawa collection which comprises locos already set aside before the end of steam, this collection is of locos that formed part of the working stock at the end of steam around 1984. As such, they tend to have fewer missing vital parts.

Ambarawa Rack Railway

We chartered E1060 to Jambu (the start of the rack) on the first day. On the morning of the second day, we were due to have the C12 but it failed and with the shed master off sick, no one could undertake repairs. As a compromise, we dragged it to Jambu and achieved some nice still photographs but this was hardly a video moment. In the afternoon, B2503 took us up the rack to Bedono which it managed after one stop for a blow up part way up the rack. We normally arrange runpasts on the way down as, with water replenished, the crews are less concerned about running out of water. However, the loco is not in the best of health and with a makeshift crew (the senior driver was also off sick) we struggled to get any decent run pasts. What you see is almost the sum total and, unlike previous years, the loco and crew were not able to do run pasts back uphill. In fact, on the last downhill runpast, the train briefly ran away before the crew managed to stop it and there was some damage to the loco brake rigging as a result of their urgent attempts to stop the train. Their whistling (three short whistles repeated, I believe, to signal a runaway) alerted the train crew to pin down the carriage brakes to bring the train to a stop.

Cepu Forest Railway

Newly restored to action - it had seen several years of neglect after flood damage to a river bridge close to the log yard was considered too difficult to fix until the Jakarta head office became involved. In the meantime, much track and many sleepers were removed and had to be replaced before our train could run. So, this trip was a bit of a miracle. Being able to travel as far as the arboretum behind Berliner 0-10-0T Bahagia was a very special event and one that we hope to be able to repeat in future years. There is now no log haulage by rail and the collection of 4 working locos (3 Berliners plus one of the smaller Ducroo & Brauns 0-6-0T) are only there for tourist use. The Forestry Bureau in Jakarta will have its work cut out making sure that sufficient tourist and enthusiast business both local and foreign is generated for it to survive as a working railway.

Wonogiri Branch Train

This footage focuses on Purwosari, the junction station for the branch and the street running section from there to Solo Kota station. Prior to our morning departure, we see express and commuter trains on the Solo – Yogyakarta line and then our one carriage branch train arrives from Solo and we ride it towards Wonogiri. On my way back to Jakarta at the end of the trip, I filmed the train from the roadside in Solo and in the afternoon, the branch loco failed and had to be rescued by a diesel shunter. There is talk of running a tourist train from Solo Balapan or Purwosari station to the kraton (sultan’s palace) close to Solo Kota station or possibly all the way to Wonongiri. The C12 at Ambarawa has been talked about for this service. If it comes off, it would be an interesting addition to the existing 3ft 6in steam operation at Ambarawa and Cepu. 

John Raby 

Radcliffe-on-Trent

19 September 2008 

Please send any queries, suggestions or corrections to jraby@waitrose.com
