Java Special Selection

Trangkil Mill, near Pati, Central Java

Four interesting locos at this 750mm gauge mill including the last British steam loco from 1971 and occasional double heading.

The Trangkil Mill loco list comprises;

No. 1 0-6-0 Ducroo & Braun 386 of 1950. This impressive loco was the most powerful loco at the time of this footage. In 2002, it was out of action with boiler problems and may never steam again.

No. 2 & 3 0-4-0T Although they look identical, No. 2 is Jung 3451 of 1933 and No. 3 is BMAG 9989 of 1931.

No. 4 is the Hunslet 0-4-2T 3902 of 1971, generally recognized as the last steam locomotive built in the UK prior to the preserved steam loco building revival. It was also the last steam loco built in Western Europe and the last imported to Indonesia. 

The first three locos face east and tend to be used on the lines to the west where they can work chimney first back to the mill. No. 4 faces west and is usually used on the south and east lines.

Field lines are being lost at this mill every year and the truck yard becomes busier. Still one of the best three mills but now past its best.

Update: All field working ceased in 2002 and by Spring 2004, loco 4 was repatriated to the UK.

Sragi Mill, near Pekalongan, West Java

Around 10 working locos on this 600mm mill system and a good selection of non-standard types. Final footage on this section is from Video Hi8.

The Sragi list is too long to include in this insert but wheel arrangements range from 0-4-2T, through 0-6-0T to 0-8-0T and 0-10-0. Builders include Decauville (No. 1), O&K (Nos. 2, 3, 8, 14, 19, 20), D&B (No. 4), BMAG (Nos. 5-7), Hanomag (No. 9), Henschel (Nos. 10-11), Hartmann (12-13, 16, 18), Krauss (15) and Jung (17). The Hartmanns were originally locos for the State Railway of Java.

These days this collection of locos mainly shunt the mill truck yard or trip-work from there to the mill but several of the locos (around 4 a day) are used for field trains which is both difficult to find and liable to be nocturnal. Rail and road are rarely together, the system crosses many canals and the main Perumka state line also jams up road traffic at level crossings. A great system but frustrating. The closed mill of Comal nearby serves as a subshed for Sragi and both active and dumped steam locos can be found here. Definitely one of the top three remaining mills for variety alone but nowhere near as much day-time line work as Trangkil or Olean.

Update: All field working ceased in 2003. In 2004 diesels handled most shunting at the mill.

Olean Mill, near Situbondo, East Java

Standard Orenstein & Koppel 0-8-0T but worked hard and often double headed. This is the best mill for daytime action with heavy field trains returning to the mill.

In contrast to Trangkil and Sragi with their collections of rare and interesting locos, Olean features standard O&K 0-8-0T built between 1909 and 1929. However, what the mill loco list lacks in variety it makes up for with daytime field trains worked hard on track alongside country roads and dirt tracks that can be easily followed by car. Many first-time visitors are surprised at how attractive the whole operation is and it’s a mill that you keep coming back to. Double heading is common and a pilot loco will often work out from the mill towards the approaching train on the single track line and connect to the moving train loco and cane train ‘on the fly’. Although this operation probably happens at no more the 10 mph it is both unusual and exciting! The stationary steam equipment in Olean Mill is also of interest and is included in the footage.

Update: Olean is now the very last mill with any significant daytime field working.

Cepu Forest Railway, Cepu, Central Java

Schwartzkopf 0-10-0T and Ducroo & Braun 0-6-0T take a train of empties to the forest to collect logs. This modern footage is authentic but a charter. 

In recent years, the forest has fallen on hard times and it no longer practises sustainable logging and it is the target of log poachers. The railway is no longer used to harvest logs although some of the trackage is still in place and suitable for tourist trains. These are of two types, the blue air-conditioned coach variety or the empty logging train going out to collect a few logs in a recreation of the past operations. It is the latter that we see here. There are 3 BMAG (Schwartzkopf) 0-10-0T Agustus, Behagia and Tjubelas all workable in theory and two D&B 0-6-0T of which one is capable of a little light work. 

More details of all these operations can be found on Rob Dickinson’s web site: http://internationalsteam.co.uk/internat.htm
My own website also has details of steam railway operations especially narrow gauge as well as other DVDs available:
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