Nanpiao, Huludao & Meihekou

a DVD by John Raby


I spent several days on each line at the end of 2006 on a solo visit with Mike Ma as my guide. The footage has been edited to give a logical overview of the line with a focus on lineside shots of the steam locos in action.

Nanpiao 14-17 December 2006
This video starts from the Huangjia terminus of the Railway. In theory, passengers for Jinzhou would change here to China Rail but at the time of my visit this service was suspended. We see SY 1096, which had worked the early morning train to Sanjiazi, arriving back at the terminus. It then departs back to Xiaomiaozi Junction station at 09:45 where the train is stabled until the afternoon. One feature of the passenger service is that only one train does the section from Huangjia to Xiaomiaozi before continuing on one branch but waiting at Xiaomiaozi is the passenger train for the other branch. At the time of my visit, steam worked the morning passenger to Sanjiazi and the afternoon train to Linghe. A BJ diesel covered the other working.

At Xiaomiaozi we see all 3 BJ diesels as well as the stabling point for the SY and the wagon repair shop which can also carry out some loco repairs. Moving to the hillside at the junction, we see the afternoon train for Linghe depart. We chased this train by motorcycle taxi but failed to catch it.

Approaching Zaojiatun we see a BJ diesel on an empty coal train. Most traffic appeared to come from the coal mines on the northern branch to either the power station or the washery on the southern branch. There was normally one SY at Zaojiatun on shunting duty. We also see the ng electric railway that runs west of the station. Not active when we first visited, we eventually found it working on Day 3.

Moving north to Qiupigou, we see a tender-first SY moving coal south. The final shots on the northern branch are at Linghe (where we finally caught up with the afternoon passenger) with some night views mainly included for the sound as this train approaches the summit on the return run.

Moving to the southern branch, at Hongshila we see a BJ diesel taking coal to the washery at Daguopu. This washery appears to wash coal to be sent out by China Rail and we next see an SY at Hongshila with a return working from Daguopu and another one breasting the summit. 

At Daguopu we look down on the disused mine and the washery. First the SY off the morning passenger shunts coal wagons and then an SY arrives on a coal train. We then see the return passenger train stop at Shichang halt before we move to Sanjiazi (terminus of the southern branch). There is an extensive ng system here. We catch a brief glimpse of large battery locos for underground use. Above ground, the loco on the slag train needs a crew of 2 as one man is required to lift a bamboo pole to maintain contact with the overhead wires at road crossings!

Since my visit, Nanpiao has got itself a state of the art signalling system with CCTV views of the key places in the control room at Xiamiaozi. Otherwise, it remains a mix of SY and (heritage) BJ diesels. 

Huludao 17-20 December  

This is a 30 km long limestone railway which brings limestone from the quarry at Yangjiazhangzi to the cement works at Huludao. At the time of my visit, 2 JS were in charge of line work. This video starts with three sequences of the empty workings. On Day 2 there was no line work and on Day 3 all the empty trains were tender first due to a breakdown of one of the turntables. We see both tender first and chimney first trains of empties. This is followed by some brief shots of the loading area. Clearly there were/are plans for a cement works here and this would probably mean that the railway could be abandoned although there were no signs that the works would ever be completed. With normal operations, locos run round the train  at Yangjiazhangzi and then reverse the wagons to the loading point. This means a chimney first return from the quarry and then the loco is turned for a chimney first return to Huludao. The broken turntable meant that the loco was not turned at all on Day 3. 

Loaded trains have a short climb out of Yangjiazhangzi followed about 5 km later by a long climb to the summit. Both these climbs are shown here. On the summit climb, the trains slow to a crawl and the loco usually stopped at the summit for fire cleaning. In this sequence we see a small fire break out when the hot ash ignites the lubricating oil. After fire cleaning, the loco continued. The rest of the journey is mainly downhill to Huludao. We see another railway in these sequences running roughly parallel to the limestone railway. This is a China Rail line. In late November 2007, linework was dieselized. There is still an SY in use shunting at Huludao. 

Meihekou 20-23 December 

It seems that I got lucky here as reports before and after my trip found the passenger train diesel. The video starts at Sijing with an SY providing coal from the tender for carriage heating in each of the carriages. The northern terminus is just one station from Yijing which is the centre of the railway and connected to the CNR across the river by a branch. The one diesel (at that time) was working coal and empties on this branch. At Yijing, we see a variety of movements and also the loco stabling point. The passenger train normally waits at Sijing between duties before running via Yijing to the southern terminus at Sanjing (although the loco returns to Yijing for servicing between trips). As we journey south we see Erjing station and Wujing junction. Despite tender-first running south to north, the 100% steam service on the mining railway mainline gave some good chimney-first shots. 

In the afternoon at Sanjing, a mixed train (pit props, empty coal wagons and coal waste for scavenging) arrived and shunted prior to the arrival of the passenger. We rode the passenger back to Yijing.

In December 2007, Derek Jenkins reported `Line work is now shared equally between 2 SY and 2 DFH5' with diesels on the passenger trains (see http://www.sy-country.co.uk/ news section). I hope this situation isn't permanent but it probably is. In better times, with the passenger and trip work all steam, Meihekou was an attractive system. The locos were clean and well decorated.
To find out more about the trip that led to this DVD, go to: http://homepage.ntlworld.com/john.raby1/nechina.html
Information about my other DVDs cab be found at:

http://www.users.waitrose.com/~jraby/dvdlist.html
For more information about these 3 lines, http://www.sy-country.co.uk/ would be a good starting point.

John Raby, January 2008

‘LINESIDING with John’, http://www.linesiding.co.uk
