Nanpiao, Pingzhuang & Yuanbaoshan

Footage for this DVD was filmed in late July/early August 2009. In addition to filming this footage, I was also filming for ‘Narrow Gauge Sand, Salt, Reed & Coal Railways’.

Nanpiao

You can see maps of this system and read reports here. See also my China Blog of this line.
At the time of my visit, the passenger to Linghai was diesel but the passenger to Sanjiazi was often steam. Steam was not used on the Nanpiao (Huangjia) to Xiamiaozi section at the request of the Nanpiao residents. Steam was also used on coal trains from Zaojiatun to the power station and the steam passenger loco normally came from Sanjiazi to shunt at Daguopu between passenger trips. Coal moves are complicated as some coal leaves the system via China Rail and some coal is moved to the washeries (Zaojiatun and Daguopu) seemingly ‘in the wrong direction’ (for example, coal passing the power station branch at Hongshila heading for Daguopu!)

The footage is divided into chapters. With your remote you should be able to navigate to the chapter you want if you don’t want to watch all the footage.
Chapters:

Xiamiaozi1 

Everyone was friendly here except the railway policeman who detained us for a while and made a copy of my China visa and Mike’s ID card. Steam normally starts from here on passenger trains to Sanjiazi or coal trains to the power station. From our departing passenger we see a coal train hauled by a BJ diesel heading for Zaojiatun. From the sequence, the train appears to consist of rock, coal and empties. Quite why such a mixed load should be carried down the line to Linghai is not clear.

Xinghe Hotel

Filmed from or near the hotel I stayed in close to Xiamiaozi. This is one of the last places in the world to see real steam from your hotel room. There is also a good position on the hillside opposite. It is tempting to wait to see the morning passenger here but as it is not consistently steam, you may end up photographing diesels. 
Hongshila

This is where the branch to the power station goes off. Coal for the plant could come from washeries on either line but not all coal mined is destined for the plant as some is shipped out by China Rail. The loco on a train from the Linghai line would need to run round before accessing the branch. This was my second trip to Nanpiao and I have now made several visits to Hongshila but I have yet to succeed with a steam-hauled train up the hill from Xiamiaozi. You can walk to the station from the hotel (or from the railway crossing near the power station). There is access along the railway or on a dirt track behind the power station. You can also get to Hongshila on a dirt track from the main road.

Daguopu (Weizigou mine)

Athough the mine here is closed, the washery still functions and the unloading area is being improved. The loco on the passenger trains usually trips any full wagons from Sanjiazi and returns with empties between trips. In addition, there is also usually one other loco here shunting and collecting fulls for the power station. Coal is sometimes brought here from the Linghai line mines.

Sanjiazi

The end of the southern branch and home to one large and many small mines. The large mine sends out its coal by rail but the washery may no longer function as coal seems to be sent to the washery at Daguopu adding one more small mystery to the pattern of coal movements.

Return to Xiamiaozi

As well as seeing the return passenger depart Sanjiazi tender first, we also see some silhouette shots taken from the steam hauled passenger train.

1Xiamiaozi is shown as Xiaomiaozi on the DVD titles. This is probably an error to be fixed. Please let me know if you find any more.
Pingzhuang

You can see maps of this system and read reports here. See also my China Blog of this line.
At the time of my visit, only 3 locos were in steam and coal production was at a seasonal low ebb. Finding a loco hauling a train especially a chimney-first train was a challenged but gradually achieved over several days with lots of long waits reading beside the lineside. One loco with full deflectors and skyline casing SY 1084 along with standard SY 1052 and SY 1425 were in use.
The footage is divided into chapters. With your remote you should be able to navigate to the chapter you want if you don’t want to watch all the footage.

Chapters

Zhuangmei Stabling Point 
At shift change around 8 am, all of the working locos are on the stabling point for servicing and crew change. Nearby is the depot and headquarters of the open-cast mine railway which is off limits. I did see one steam and one electric at work on this system but movements are not frequent. On the deep-mine system, with 3 locos in steam, my guess is that one loco works the mainline while another loco may work the 12.5km branch to Wujia (mine) – see map (link above). The third loco is probably spare. We see the final loco arrive on the stabling point and special loco SY 1084 depart tender first to the mines.
Gushanerjing to Gushanyijing

Like most coal mine systems, stations are normally numbered 1 (yi), 2 (er), 3 (san), 4 (si), etc. followed by jing (mine). I am not sure what the Gushan here stands for but may well relate to a local mountain. We see an empty train, a PW railcar and a light engine movement towards Yijing.
Gushanyijing

As well as the railcar, we see SY 1084 pass through here tender first running light to Gushansanjing

Gushansanjing

This was the mine generating the majority of the coal during my visit. We see SY 1084 arrive, position its empty wagons and then, after about 40 minutes wait for the wagons to be loaded, take the full train towards Pingzhuang Nan.

Gushansanjing to Gushanyijing

SY 1084 hauls a coal train towards Yijing and then departs to the depot.

Zhuangmei to Pingzhuang Nan

An early morning sequence. We see SY 1052 heading for Pingzhuang Nan and the China Rail interchange with a long train and catch a glipse of SY 1084 on another train at the crossing by the brewery (see map).

Pingzhuang Nan

SY 1084 approaches with a train of fulls. The line to the left here goes to Wujia. The workshops are off to the right in the far distance.

Pingzhuang Nan - Zhuangmei

SY 1084 returns light engine to the stabling point.

Yuanbaoshan

You can see maps of this system and read reports here. See also my China Blog of this line.

At the time of my visit, 2 JS were in use, JS 8418 on the passenger and JS 8450 on coal trains and shunting. One further JS (JS 8442) was in the shed apparently in reserve. At least 3 diesels were also in use of classes GKD1 and DF12. The GKD1 may not have been previously reported and seemed to work only to the power station. 
The footage is divided into chapters. With your remote you should be able to navigate to the chapter you want if you don’t want to watch all the footage.

Xizhan (Yuanbaoshan) Depot

This is the main station on the system with a branch to the power station and one coal mine, the depot and stabling point, the terminus for the passenger train to Fengshuigou and the route onward to the China rail interchange and other mine branches.

Passenger/mixed trains

The early morning passenger left as a passenger but returned late morning with a mixed consist of coal wagons and passenger coaches. On its return run in the afternoon, it started as a mixed. I didn’t see the final return working of the day in action. JS 8418 was the loco on all these trains. We see the morning train depart from the road overbridge and then the afternoon train at a position just beyond the river bridge (unphottable during my visit as the parallel road bridge was being rebuilt) and then at another location a bit further into the wooded area. There is finally a brief shot of the train at Fengshuigou.

Return working

We see the morning passenger train returning late morning as a mixed.

Shunting at Xizhan

During waits between passenger trains in the morning, I filled in time watching the shunting action at Xizhan. We see both steam locos in action as well as 3 of the diesels.

I hope this footage shows that some of the minor industrial systems are not without interest and that a trip in summer, although it lacks some of the drama of a winter trip, does provide some interesting scenes of steam locos still in real, regular use in Summer 2009.
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