The Statfold Barn Year

2007


Spring – Darjeeling comes to Statfold (Saturday 31 March 2007)

Locos in use:

· Darjeeling Himalayan Railway B Class No. 778 (Beeches Light Railway), Sharp Stewart 0-4-0ST 3518, 1889

· Harrogate No. 1, Peckett 0-6-0ST 2050, 1944

· Jack Lane, Hunslet 0-4-0T 3904, 2005

· Pakis Baru No. 1, Orenstein & Koppel 0-4-0TT 614, 1900

· Pakis Baru No. 5, Orenstein & Koppel 0-4-4-0T, 1905

· Statfold, Hunslet 0-4-0T 3903, 2005

· Trangkil No. 4, Hunslet 0-4-2ST 3902, 1971

· Badger, Hudswell Badger 0-6-0DM, 1971

· Charley, Motor Rail Simplex 4wD

· Baguley-Drewry 2w-2PMR railcar, 1919

Steam up At 8:45, we see all the steam locos being prepared for the day before PB No. 5 heads off light engine.

Light Engine Newly returned to working order and already a firm favourite with owner Graham Lee, PB No. 5 has a trip around the Field Railway that turns it to face chimney first for the first passenger train.

First Trains No. 5 takes out the first train and on the return trip the guard’s van is on the rear. This was achieved by running the loco around the loop but not the whole train. Jack Lane, No. 778, Trangkil No. 4 and PB No. 1 all haul trains but PB No. 1 had adhesion problems that weren’t solved until later in the year and it didn’t see much use.

Badger in the Dirt Unlike the SBR locos, Darjeeling No. 778 hauled its own dedicated stock and needed to be released on arrival back at the station before it could run round and work its next service. Badger was employed for this purpose on station pilot duties but derailed late morning on the dual-gauge points at the station exit. 

Emergency Working No. 778 was trapped in the station but an emergency passenger service operated from the depot using the other locos. As the re-railing proceeded with jacks and blocks in place, clearances got too tight so the passenger service was suspended briefly while Badger was re-railed.

Garden Railway With services suspended on the Field Railway, it seemed a good time to visit the Garden Railway where Charley was working the train. The recently completed Kerr Stuart ‘Wren’ 0-4-0ST ‘Harold’ (first steamed on February 1 2008) will, in future, provide a Stafold-based steam loco for the Garden Railway.

Grand Finale The derailment meant that some catching up was required so trains were combined and topped and tailed in order to give everyone the rides they wanted. We see Stafold leading with Harrogate No. 1 on the tail, followed by Darjeeling No. 778 on its own train, PB No. 5 and Jack Lane, a super-power combination of Trangkil No. 4 supported by PB No. 5, Statfold and Jack Lane and finally this combination in reverse. 

Summer – Jack Lane meets Irish Mail (Saturday, 2 June 2008)

Locos in use:

· Emmet (Launceston Steam Railway), Jim Haylock  0-4-0T, 2003

· Harrogate No. 1, Peckett 0-6-0ST 2050, 1944

· Irish Mail (West Lancashire Steam Railway), Hunslet 0-4-0T 823, 1903

· Jack Lane, Hunslet 0-4-0T 3904, 2005

· Pakis Baru No. 1, O&K 0-4-0TT 614, 1900

· Pakis Baru No. 5, O&K 0-4-4-0T 1473, 1905

· Statfold, Hunslet 0-4-0T 3903, 2005

· Trangkil No. 4, Hunslet 0-4-2ST 3902, 1971

· Lady of the Lake (Wicksteed Park Railway), Baguley steam outline diesel, 1931
Exchanging tokens To get the normal passenger operations going, No. 5 has journeyed out with the token for the section from Oak Tree Halt to the loop. The crew hand this to Irish Mail and PB No. 1 and return with the other token back to the main station.

Regular Trains We see Irish Mail and PB No. 1 again followed by Statfold and Jack Lane and PB No. 5.

Garden Railway Steam-outline Lady of the Lake, the oldest loco on the Wicksteed Park Railway and a loco I remember from my childhood, was operating the Garden Railway along with Emmet.

Morning Trains Irish Mail and PB No. 1 approach the end of their trip and Trangkil No. 4 leaves on the next train. This is followed by shots of the (as yet) uncovered island platforms of the new station.

Shed Scenes On shed are Harrogate No. 1, Irish Mail and Jack Lane.

Afternoon Trains Emmet needs to visit the depot for coal and water. PB No. 1 takes out a train followed by PB No. 5. which crosses Jack Lane on the way back at Oak Tree Halt where tokens are exchanged.

Riding behind Jack Lane Jumping onto the open platform of the first coach (the ideal position to enjoy the ‘stack talk’ from Jack Lane), I ride back to the station. Emmet is given a turn on the Field Railway and passes our train at Oak Tree Halt. 

Autumn – Loco Exporters to the World (Saturday, 22 September 2008)

Locos in use:
· Emmet (Launceston Steam Railway), Jim Haylock  0-4-0T, 2003

· Harrogate No. 1, Peckett 0-6-0ST 2050, 1944

· Isabel (Amerton Railway), Bagnall 0-4-0ST 1491, 1897
· Jack Lane, Hunslet 0-4-0T 3904, 2005

· Pakis Baru No. 1, O&K 0-4-0T 614, 1900

· Pakis Baru No. 5, O&K 0-4-4-0T 1473, 1905

· Pearl 2 (Golden Valley Railway), Allen Civil 0-4-2T, 1997
· Statfold, Hunslet 0-4-0T 3903, 2005

· Trangkil No. 4, Hunslet 0-4-2ST 3902, 1971

· Badger, Hudswell Badger 0-6-0DM, 1971

Early Morning An early morning visit to the shed revealed a nice surprise – two visiting ng locos from South Africa (Bathala, Decauville 0-4-0T 302, 1899 and Little Bess, Kerr Stuart ‘Wren’ 0-4-0ST, 1919) had been mounted on a flat wagon with some large packing cases on another wagon to produce a novel demonstration freight representing narrow gauge locos ready for export. These locos were here for assessment for boiler repairs prior to operating in the UK but will now return to South Africa for the work to be done there. On shed, we see Harrogate No. 1, Trangkil No. 4 and PB No. 1 which has had weights added to the loco and is now running without its tender – measures which overcame a tendency to slip when hauling any load.

Demonstration Freight The freight is hauled by a variety of locos during the day, starting with Trangkil No. 4 and then Jack Lane. Badger is there to bank the train if necessary but Jack Lane performed well and diesel assistance wasn’t required. The management were taking no chances with the valuable load on the passive points at the loop and only the loco went round the loop.

Morning Trains Passenger trains were slow to get started and the first train to cover the full system was hauled by Pearl 2. I have seen this loco described as ‘an inverted saddle tank’. The operating method had also changed from previous events and locos ‘crossed’ at the loop rather than at Oak Tree Halt. We see PB No. 1 and Harrogate No. 1 before a dramatic head-on shot of Isabel climbing the bank, followed by PB No. 1 and Pearl 2 again.

Turning Loop At the loop, PB No. 1 awaits the arrival of PB No. 5. This, in turn, waits for Jack Lane on the demonstration freight.

Riding the Freight One of the joys of the Statfold Barn Railway is the chance to hop on any train you fancy. I rode the freight to Oak Tree Halt. 

Garden Railway Emmet was in sole charge of the Garden Railway

Afternoon Trains In the afternoon we see Trangkil No. 4 in action before taking a final look at the demonstration freight in the station area.
Winter – Santa and Friends (Saturday, 15 December 2007)

Locos in use:
· Jack Lane, Hunslet 0-4-0T 3904, 2005

· Pakis Baru No. 1, O&K 0-4-0T 614, 1900

· Trangkil No. 4, Hunslet 0-4-2ST 3902, 1971

This was a special event for the Friends of the Statfold Barn Railway. Graham Lee updated the Friends on plans for 2008. Keeping the water flowing for the locos at this time of year was a challenge and there was a brazier at the depot to stop the water tank and pipes from freezing

Getting Ready for the Day With santas and stockings decorating the locos, we see the 3 locos being readied for the day as well as signs of changes afoot to create a new carriage sidings and turntable.

First Trains Trangkil No. 4 does the honours on the first train.

Demonstration Freight Jack Lane takes out the Statfold grain hoppers on a freight.

Pakis Baru No. 1 With adhesion problems solved, PB No. 1 is becoming a reliable perfomer.

Last Trains We see Jack Lane on one of the last trains of the day/year.

The Statfold Barn Railway had a successful and eventful year in 2007 which I’ve tried to document on this DVD. I hope you enjoy it. I’m looking forward to the 2008 season now and I’m sure there will be lots to interest us including the new Kerr Stuart 2ft ‘Wren’ steam loco and changes in the station area.

John Raby, Radcliffe-on-Trent, March 2008


