Coal Railways in Sichuan and Chongqing
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For a longer, illustrated version of this report see:

http://homepage.ntlworld.com/john.raby1/sichuan.html
The DVD is in 5 parts:

1. Mojiang Coal Railway, Shawan, south of Chengdu
(762mm oh electric)

See Bernd Seiler’s 2003 report at http://www.farrail.net/
Mojiang Coal & Electric Company is on the other side of the river from Shawan. All 5 locos and both railcars (Nos. 6 & 7) seen in action. Passenger trains running roughly as Bernd’s timetable. Both mines closed for repair so no coal traffic but lots of mine-maintenance supply trains running. Took train to the end of the short line and walked back and then walked the long line and took the train back. Pricing is ‘what the market can bear’ and the passenger service seems to have been handed to a concession but probably will be ¥5 for a single on the short line and ¥10 on the long line. Of course, the locals pay much less. Walking the line is easy and the tunnel just after the terminus is lit and has a decent footpath. There are tunnel refuges in case a train comes while you are walking through. A nice little system so I decided to stay for the morning rush hour the next day.
2. Jiayang Coal Railway, Shibanxi, near Qianwei south of Chengdu (762 C2 steam, 762mm oh electric, 600mm battery electric (not shown), 600mm/300mm hand tramming)

See Rob Dickinson’s June 2007 report http://www.chinasteam.com/trains/china244.htm#China
Loco No. 14 regular on the passenger, No. 10 on the coal trains and tourist specials. New tourist coach No. 1 appeared on trains 2 and 3 on Saturday and Sunday. Up to 2 steam-hauled coal trains a day after first and second passenger but sometime only the first of these runs. On last day (a Monday), the second coal train path was taken by No. 10 on a one-coach train (Tourist Coach No. 1) empty to Sanjin to pick up a bus-load of tourists for a trip up the line. No other steam seen in use and may not be serviceable. Two C2 steam locos ex-Pengzhou expected to be available for Autumn Festival extra tourist trains (October 1). Their (initially) smarter appearance and considerable detail differences (extended buffer beams, 8 wheel tenders) should make them attractive to enthusiasts.

This footages focuses on the coal trains hauled by No. 10 especially the chimney-first workings but also looks at the coal mine at Hongcunjin which supplies the trains and another coal mine (not connected to the steam line) which hand trams 300mm tubs.
3. Yongrong Coal Railway, Guangshunchang, west of Chongqing City (sg SY steam, 600mm oh electric)

See Bernd’s 2003 report at http://www.farrail.net/
Locos 1326 and 1661 in action on shunts and line work on both lines. Loco 1492 has been retired in favour of a diesel (under repair at time of our visit). Possibly the first visit by a foreign enthusiast to check out the line work as Guangshunchang normally only visited as a short stop for tour groups. Steam on the longer line to Xujiagou was video-ed over 2 days. The line is pleasantly rural but has no major grades and the short trains mean locos don’t have to work hard. The return of the diesel should reduce line work to occasional (i.e. non-daily) extra morning train to Xujiagou only making this location marginal for steam line work. The 600mm electric line at Guangshunchang is still in action and was explored for about 1 km until a long tunnel was reached. This is clearly not the mine entrance and the line could probably be explored further by walking over the hill. Traffic was not frequent at times of visits (0800 and 1700).

4. Yongchuan Coal Railway, Yongchuan, west of Chongqing City (762mm oh electric)
See Bernd’s 2003 report at http://www.farrail.net/
Loco No. 5 under repair. At least 3 of locos 1-4 in action with No. 3 on line work to Shuangshiqiao and the other 3? locos on trips to LiuJin (6th Mine) and QiJin (7th Mine). A new concrete road duplicates the railway and runs lineside especially either side of Hong Lu washery/depot (aka Yongchuan Xixuanchang). However, the line is not threatened at present as access to the washery and the CNR transfer yard is by ng railway only (not road trucks). The road from Yongchuan to Shuangshiqiao is in very poor condition.
5. Zebedee’s Slide Show

All photos used here are by my guide Zebedee (zebedee_china@hotmail.com) who made dramatic progress with his digital camera during the trip and is now quite adept at photographing steam trains. The four lines above are all covered in turn.
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