Sichuan Narrow Gauge 2001 

Pengzhou Local Railway

The main feature of this new DVD is the Pengzhou Local Railway (Pengzhou – Baishuihe) which was located near Pengxian to the north west of Chengdu and shown as route 27E in the Quail China Railway Atlas I have. At the time of my visit, steam operated the twice daily mixed trains and diesels operated the freights. The C2 locos on this line had a different look with an extended buffer beam, air pumps and slope-back two-bogie tenders. The mixed was tightly timed and we get to see a C2 being worked hard in some very pleasant South West China scenery. 

Further information about the line is reported at:

http://homepage.ntlworld.com/john.raby1/pengzhou.htm
http://homepage.ntlworld.com/john.raby1/scvideo.htm
http://www.chinasteam.com/trains/chinang.htm - pengzhou
You can see what is left of the railway on Google Earth (http://earth.google.com/)

"Baishuihe" lat=31.183333, lon=103.8

"Xinxing" lat=31.15, lon=103.833333 (opposite HongXing)

"bridge" lat=31.0866484561, lon=103.849178209

"Guankou" lat=31.0724584272, lon=103.846507291 (station before bridge)

"Longfeng" lat=31.033333, lon=103.866667

"Pengzhou station" lat=30.9784817907, lon=103.927598995

The current images lose their definition somewhere after the big bridge on the route from Pengzhou to Baishuihe but the section from Pengzhou to the bridge is extremely clear.

Since the visit, the mixed was withdrawn due to improvements in the local roads, steam ceased regular operation and then the diesel freight traffic stopped. There were plans to convert the line to standard gauge. According to John Middleton: 

‘Pengzhou Narrow Gauge (Quail 27G Peng-Ba Line). This 2’6” gauge line is now completely closed and the track lifted. ZM16-4 class 0-8-0 No 62-70 is plinthed in Pulei Yuan Park on Fanjiang Road in Pengzhou. 

From http://www.sy-country.co.uk/trains/china502.htm
Shibanxi

The second film on the DVD is an early look at Shibanxi before the station at Shixi was rebuild, before the halt at Caiziba was introduced and before Chinese tourists and foreign railway tour groups discovered the line. This was my first look at the line from our base in Qianwei and takes a quick tour of all the major features on the line before the line became popular with enthusiasts. This footage complements my Shibanxi Twilight DVD (based on 2005 footage) and those who want the complete picture should definitely also have Shibanxi Twilight in their collection. Shibanxi continues to operate but is becoming increasingly commercialized. See news from Bernd Seiler and others at http://www.sy-country.co.uk/ for the latest situation. Look under Steam lines/Sichuan. I reported on this trip at: http://homepage.ntlworld.com/john.raby1/shibangxi.htm
See also http://www.chinasteam.com/trains/china136.htm
Jianghe Coal Railway

The third film is the 600 (or 610mm) Jianghe Coal Railway operated by odd-looking Bulgarian diesels and located just to the north of Chongqing. The management loathe visitors ever since the line featured in a glossy Japanese train magazine which other enthusiasts subsequently brought back to show them. The management is embarrassed by its locos and its line being shown to the world but the locos have an appealing ugliness and the line has marvellous Chinese characteristics. For anyone not yet a fan of non-steam narrow gauge, this could be just what is required to get you hooked. Being non-steam, this line is much less well covered on the internet but may well still operate.

The line runs:

Luobachang Mine and Depot

|

Fushin Town

|

Taishanshi Village

|

Sanlinger (302) Coking Plant

The Jianghe Coal Railway is relatively close to the end of the expressway to the airport.  

See the following websites for more information:

http://homepage.ntlworld.com/john.raby1/jianghe.htm
http://www.chinasteam.com/trains/china19.htm
http://sy-country.co.uk/trains/china365.htm
http://www.hkrs.org.hk/members/gibbons/sichuan99.htm
http://www.farrail.net/pages/trip-reports-engl/trip-report_china-autumn03.html - Jianghe
The last of these references is a long report with much detail about the line.

This DVD was produced by me John Raby from original footage I shot in late 2001. My companion on the trip was Rob Dickinson. Li Nan of Chongqing CITS made the arrangements for us. My thanks to both of them for making this trip possible.
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